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Recently released 
documents show 


faculty ill at ease 


By DANIEL POTOCKI 
Editor in Chief 


The school administration's 
response to the Valentine's Day 
Security Scare has apparently not sat 
well with the school faculty and 
students. At the latest Management 
Association Committee for Employee 
Relations (MACER) meeting 
Professor Suzanne Van _ Wert 
expressed the concerns of the faculty 
to the other staff members attending 
the meeting including President 
David Hartleb, and Vice President 
Lane Glenn. 

“Prof. Van Wert stated that the 
February 14 incident is still on 
everyone's mind and many women in 
particular still feel vulnerable. There 
are also many young professors who 
have little experience in handling 
unstable individuals. The faculty 
want reassurance that the security 
problems are being addressed and the 
President's e-mail one week later did 
not give that reassurance,” state the 
MACER notes. 

“Van Wert continued that there is 
great fear that the student involved 
will be allowed back on campus soon 
and that faculty will not be alerted to 


urity 


the danger,” the notes go on to state. 

The notes go on to describe Van 
Wert asking if, “there not be a more 
robust interpretation of FERPA to 
allow for notification to faculty of 
dangerous students, as is done with 
sex offenders.” 

“The Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) (20 U.S.C. 
§ 1232g; 34 CFR Part 99) is a Federal 
law that protects the privacy of 
student education records. The law 
applies to all schools that receive 
funds under an applicable program of 
the U.S. Department of Education,” 
describes the Department of 
Educations website for the law. 

In response to Van Wert's query, 
the MACER notes say that President 
Hartleb replied, “certified level 3 sex 
offenders are quite another matter. 
The student involved in the February 
14. incident, according to Haverhill 
Police, committed no crime. Hartleb 
further said that he had heard 
outrageous rumors about the incident. 

Professor Van Wert then, 
according to the MACER notes, 
replied that the problem was a lack of 
communication and that Professors 
don't know how to handle the rumors 
that spread from these events. 

Vice-President Glenn responded 
by saying, according to the MACER 
notes, that he has been discussing the 
possibility of workshops sponsored 
by the Faculty Development area to 
educate faculty on the ins and outs of 


still an issue 


9 Arts 
Preview of ‘The Diary of 
_ Anne Frank’ 


Pad 


FERPA. 

Before the incident on Valentines 
Day the school was already in the 
process of bringing a new cell phone 
emergency notification system 
online. 

President Hartleb, according to 
the MACER notes, stated that “the 
notification system will be tested and 
then employees will be notified as to 
how to have their numbers put in the 
system. To his knowledge, at other 
institutions there has been resistance 
on the part of students and faculty to 
give colleges their numbers. Some of 
this is due to concerns that the system 
would be used for all kinds of 
announcements.” 

According to the MACER notes, 
Van Wert replied, “that often enough 
in classrooms, cell phones are off. 
She suggested that other notification 
systems be considered, a public 
address system, a siren, and carillon 
bells.” 

The MACER notes go on to state 
that, “Hartleb responded that some of 
these had been considered, but that 
cost is a factor to be considered.” 

According to the MACER notes, 
Van Wert pointed out that all of the 
discussion pointed to a need for 
mental health counselors on campus. 
These would not be just for the 
student who perpetrates violence, but 
for those students who are present at 
the event. 


See Security page 6 


Becoming a student senator 


Student Senator Santiago to 
start over at NECC 


By JAMES P. HEALEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Chances are you may have met Ethan 
Santiago around campus. After all, he finds it 
rather enjoyable to meet new students around 
campus. That was one of the reasons why he 
joined the student senate in the first place; to be a 
leader and meet some new interesting faces 
around campus. 

Santiago (a second semester student at the 
college) didn't come to NECC with intentions of 
joining the student senate. His first semester, he 
joined the student leadership program with the 
“mindset of gaining some skills that he could 
transfer to the workplace. When they informed 
him that the senate had open seats for those in the 
leadership program, he jumped at the opportunity. 

While he joined both with the idea of having 
something to put on his resume, he ended up 
enjoying the experiences of both. "Now I am here 
all the time because I actually wanted to be," 
Ethan stated. 

Leadership isn't something Santiago is new at 
either. After a high school of running club after 
club because "because no one else will do it,” he 
became a shift leader of Gamestop at a young age 


(a job he no longer holds). 

He also held the president (under the same 
circumstances of no one else would do it) of the 
UMass Lowell gay/straight alliance, Spectrum. 
The club, Santiago stated, was a mess from the 
beginning. "This kind of experience (the senate) 
would have helped me a lot in running that club." 

Ethan spent some time at UMass Lowell as a 
fine arts major, a major he would soon drop. This 
decision was based on the-fact that he couldn't 
take the workload that deferred him from his love 
of art. Sixty-hour weeks of art that wasn't as free 
as he would have liked. “As much as I love art, I 
can't, or at least don't want to or unwilling to 
channel my creativity into not creativity." 

After dropping the fine arts major, the 
creativity started flowing again in the form of 
sketching in his sketchbook. That, and a switching 
of majors and scenery at NECC. Under the 
Physical Education program, Ethan hopes to give 
back to the community that he had to live off for 
many years. Low-funded programs in worn down 
buildings gave him the idea to give those who 
can't afford the chance to learn how to take care of 
themselves. 

"I want to be another person who runs 
programs like that and if I am not running a 
program, helping with one." 

Even if you don't know Ethan Santiago from 
the senate or around campus, you probably know 
him from the article published last December in 
The Observer. It highlighted the fact that Ethan is 


trying to get transgendered rights around the 
campus. And it all started because he was denied 
access to the men's locker room. 

"It's not like I want to be out there fighting 
and using hours of my time just to use a 
bathroom," he stated jokingly, "I feel like I am 
definitely losing out on some experiences that 
other students are able to have." 

Although the gender rights issue is still the 
main concern Ethan wants to deal with, he finds 
this difficult with his studies. He hopes that by the 
end of his time with the school, he improves the 
quality of transgendered students’ experiences 
while at NECC, so this issue never happens again. 

"T don't want to make it so that other students 
have to feel uncomfortable, especially the shy 
ones and the people who are just coming out who 
won't speak up like me." 

Besides the senate, Ethan still remains active 
within the student leadership’ program. He is 
currently a Student Ambassador, the second stage 
of the program. As an ambassador, he helps out 
certain ‘events around the campus. Events like 
Winterfest, Dominican Republic Independence 
day (even though it was cut short), and the 
Phone-a-thon. 

Ethan also recently got accepted by 
Greenpeace to attend a conference in San 
Francisco to fight global warming. However, it 
might take a little fund-raising on his part to make 
the trip possible. 

If there is anything Ethan Santiago would like 


Courtesy photo 
Student Senator Ethan Santiago 


to prove about college life, it is that he is living it. 
Most college students worry about the school 
work, that they miss the best part of the 
experience: the extracurricular activities. 

"You learn a lot more outside of the 
classroom than you do in it." 
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New campus issues 
need new answers 


=. EDITORIAL cee sign of good faith from both parties. 


; That being said the idea ofa cell 

In light of the recent MACER phone security warning system has 
notes it seems that the campus is Titical flaws in its design and 
still wracked with questions application. Students without cell 
regarding the Valentine's Day phones, or students with their 
Incident, and how this reflects our Phones off would not be protected. 
over all sense of campus security. One thing that is however clear 
When the Observer first broke the 8 that the school is in desperate 
story it was clear that we had not ¢ed of counselors. We are a 
seen the last ofthis issue, and even ©™munity, and a school, and right 
now, it is clear that we have still not 
seen the last of this issue. 

No one here has bad intentions, 
both the faculty and _ the 
administration are working over 
time to try and resolve the issues at 
hand. This is very refreshing, and a 


now we are a school that is com- 
pletely lacking any kind of on site 
medical help. Things like the 
Valentine's Day may not have-to 
happen if the school employed 
people trained in helping the 
student body. 
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What did you do over the spring © 


Allison Boissoneau, Journalism 
“| spent a lot of time on my artwork 
and met up with a penpal.” 


. Photos/Interviews by Hansel Lopez 


Christian Stone, Journalism 

“I caught up on well needed sleep, 
read about the Rwanda genocide, and 
played videogames.” 


break? 


Meghan Dempsay, Psych and Bio 
“My spring break was basically 
making up all the work I put off.” 


Corey Brown, Graphic Design 
“T just hung out with my friends and — 
my girlfriend.” 


a 


Ryan Egnet, General Studies 
“I finished my screenplay, the pilot 
for my TV show.” 


Nicole Catanzaro, Graphic Design ~ 
“T hung out with my boyfriend.” 
. 


are 
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Just another political sex scandal 


Why do politicians 
feel compelled to 


sleep around? 


By HANSEL LOPEZ 
Opinions Editor 


Politicians 
and adultery, 
two things that 
go together 


like seedy 
hotel rooms 
and __ Bibles. 


American 
politicians 
have never been shy about having 
extramarital trysts and the latest 
example would be disgraced former 
New York governor: Eliot Spitzer. 
The man was caught having a 
textbook affair with a high priced 
call girl. 

Spitzer now gets to join the club 
of politicians. who have come 
public with their affairs. His peers 
now are class acts like Jerry 
Springer (yes he was a politician), 
and Arnold Schwarzenegger. 

What makes the Spitzer 
scenario unique, however, is the 


In the March 12 Obseryer, an 
article entitled “Welcome to the 
police state” caught my eye. I wanted 
to dismiss it as liberal propaganda 
and Bush-hating. But in the same 
edition, 6 NECC students responded 
to the question “Should the 
government waterboard alleged 
enemies” in a very scary way. 5 of 
the 6 responses were definitely for it. 
The other student wanted to use other 
forms of torture. 

Torture is against the Geneva 
Convention. It should be against our 
moral code as a nation. It once was. 
But things have sadly changed. We 
are now a country living in fear of 
terrorists. We are at war against 
them. And since there will always 
be terrorists, we have basically 
accepted a never ending war as a 
given in the 21st century. The Iraq 
War has created more terrorists, not 
less. Its cost has bankrupted our 
nation. It has killed 4,000 of our 
young people and scarred tens of 
thousands of others. How sad! 

Fear is contagious. The night, 
new places, strangers, the food 
supply, drugs, old age, young people, 


I hope I have reached the correct person about this 
matter. You are listed as the point of contact on the 
NECC Observer website. As a member of the 
community and proud veteran of many operations in 
service to my country, I take great offense to the 
Opinion article that you allowed in the Observer, 
written by “Opinions Editor’ Hansel Lopez. His 
comments are a slap in the face to every soldier and 
Veteran you have attending your institution. Yes, I 
agree, freedom of the press is a great privilege that we 
exercise. In fact, the very people that 


as Americans 


fact that during his time as district 
attorney, the man was known for 
being overly tough on white-collar 
crime and prostitution rings and 
was a self described, “[expletive] 
steamroller.” He was also 
relentless against organized crime 
(just like New York’s other favorite 
politician: Rudy Giuliani). 

The interesting thing was that 
Spitzer wasn’t just caught with a 
prostitute, but the sting also 
revealed that he had spent $80,000 
over the years at the Emperor’s 
Club, a high priced call girl service. 
Basically, he was doing the same 
things as the scum he was taking to 
court when he was the “bull of Wall 
Street.” Adding to the fallout of the 
tryst is the fact was that he chose to 
have the affair the day before 
Valentines; must have made for a 
hell of a present for his beautiful 
wife, Silda. On a lighter note, his 
resignation came as a sigh of relief 
to New Yorker’s as his tenure as 
governor was on the rocks with a 
33 percent approval rating. 

He isn’t the only politician in 
the area who has had a hard time 
keeping it in his pants though. 
Recently, New York City 


people who look different than us, 
etc. Soon our life is tainted with fear. 
Usually actions motivated by 
fear don’t have great results. Now, 
we're trading away our freedom to 
feel a bit more secure. When did 
this happen? Many point to 9/11 as 
the cause. Maybe, but our freedom 
has been slipping for a long time. 
9/11 just pushed it along. Why have 
we given up freedom that our 
country fought so hard to attain? 
Could it be that we really no longer 
value freedom? Have money and a 
comfortable life become our reason 
for being? Could it be that we don’t 
even know what we mean when we 
talk about freedom? Freedom for 
what? To choose which restaurant we 
want to eat in? To choose where we 
will vacation this summer? To 
choose which brand of Scotch we 
will try? What does freedom mean? 
Fear is the culprit. It is prevalent 
in all aspects of our lives. We are 
afraid of disease, shun those with 
AIDS, and expect our Health Care 
industry to cure every ailment that 
crops up. And we are afraid of 


keeping that 


Sincerly 


this “opinion” was designed to insult are the ones 


councilman, Denis Gallagher, was 
also forced to resign and undergo 
alcohol counseling in a deal to 
avoid jail time. Gallagher, however, 
had sexually harassed a 53-year-old 
woman, making him a considerably 
bigger scumbag than Spitzer. 

Then you have the very bizarre, 
former New Jersey governor Jim 
McGreevey coming out affair in 
New Jersey. The McGfeevey story 


homosexuality back in 2004 after 
having an affair with a male 
employee, while his wife claimed 
she never knew he was gay. Yes, I 
know it’s a complicated story, but 
interesting nonetheless as 
definitely is not your typical 
political roll in the hay. 

However, he now gets to join 
Larry Craig as another gay 
politician who was caught in the 


it’s 


“The interesting thing was that 
Spitzer wasn’t just caught with a 
prostitute, but the sting also 


revealed that 


he had _ spent 


$80,000 over the years at the 


Emperor’s club” 


never has a dull moment 
apparently, as now former aide, Ted 
Pederson, claims he had threesomes 
with McGreevey and his wife, Dina 
Matos, when the couple was still 
together. For those not keeping 


score, Mcgreevey announced his 


death, trying to shelter ourselves in 
coziness and legacies so as to not 
deal with it. Death is something we 
know will happen to us, but we know 
it on an abstract level only. Most of 
us live our daily lives never really 
accepting the inevitability of our own 
death, How far do we expect 
medicine to go? At what cost do we 
keep people alive? How many organs 
can we artificially replace? Can 
human cloning be far away? 

NH has it right. "Live Free or 
Die". It is really no wonder that a 
police state is a possibility for our 
country. Security is an illusion and 
always will be. We can never 
guarantee it. Our fear makes extreme 
measures acceptable. We'll even 
invade a sovereign nation if we think 
we will be safer. Fear inevitably 
diminishes our freedom. And we 
have done so willingly. We have no 
one to blame but ourselves. It is our 


~ own damn fault. 


Sincerly 

George Medelinskas 
Professor, Dept. of Computers, 
Technology, and Engineering 


Response to recruiting opinion 


freedom alive. I find it simply classless 
and tasteless to take a jab at soldiers and have them 
portrayed as “deprived latchkeys and disenfranchised 
youth”. Have you any concern for the minority 
population of service members you have attending 
your school? Do you not consider the comments of 
Hansel Lopez prejudicial and discriminatory? 


Jeremy W. Clark 
SFC MIL USA TRADOC 


act. Craig, like Spitzer, shocked 
the world when he was arrested in a 


public bathroom for lewd conduct 


at Minneapolis-St. Paul 
international airport. He was the , 
second longest running 


congressman in Idaho history and a 


Dear Editor, 

The culinary activity was intense 
the eve of last March 12th. The 
ultimate beneficiaries were Doctors 
without Borders, the 
non-governmental agency that 
provides medical attention to victims 
in some of the world’s most 
devastated war zones. Delicacies that 
satisfied the predilections of many 
NECC faculty, staff and students 
were produced and duly consumed 
throughout that Wednesday. 
Members of the student-led 
Community Outreach Group netted 
$275 for the worthy cause. I am 


What is the price of freedom? —_ Bake sale for good cause 


member of the National Rifle 
Association so you would think he 
would probably be the last person 
to get caught in a sting like that. 

The list of politicians involved 
in scandals can go on forever, so 
before we get sidetracked let’s 
focus on New York and Spitzer 
again. Apparently in a further effort 
to tarnish my hometown of New 
York, new «appointed governor 
David Patterson revealed in his first 
speech as governor that he had 
affairs during a rocky patch of his 
marriage. Don’t get me wrong I 
think Patterson would make for 
twice a better governor than Spitzer 
ever did, but he should have chosen 
to disclose that information at 
another time. 

Here’s a bit of immoral advice 
for politicians: since you can’t stop 
having affairs, please try not to use 
tax-payer money for your pleasure 
(Giuliani) and please don’t make it 
so obvious or public (Clinton, ’m 
talking about you). Take a page 
from John F. Kennedy’s book, as he 
is the only high ranking official 
who had extramarital activities 
going on and didn’t get into some 
kind of serious trouble. 


proud to be associated with this 
engaging cohort of students. They 
exemplify some of the best 
characteristics of our student body. 
They are also a fun-loving and 
welcoming bunch of people to be 
with. So if you want to make the 
world a better place in an alternate 
manner to eating delectable baked 
goods, then perhaps you should 
consider joining the Community 
Outreach Group. 

Sincerly 

Meredith Gunning 

Faculty Adviser, Community 

Outreach Group 


“Freedom is not free, but the U.S. Marine Corps 
will pay most of your share.” 
-Ned Dolan 


“Get all the fools on your side and you can be 


elected to anything.” 


-Frank Dane 


“Anyone who is capable of getting themselves 
made President should on no account allowed 


to do the job.” 


-Douglas Adams 


“Now | know what a statesman is; he is a dead 
politician. We need more statesmen.” 
-Bob Edwards 


“| did not have sexual relations with that 


woman.” 


-Bill Clinton 
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Excluded deleg 


Technically, Clinton 
has more pledged 
delegates to her 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


I’m a white 
male in my 
mid-twenties. 
I’m not at all 
the type of 
person who is 
supposed to 
, like Hilary 
Clinton who has received a huge 
amount of support and votes from 
females, minorities, and the 
elderly. 

Why do I like her? It’s simply 
the fact that of all the people 
running for President, she 
encompasses what I want in a 
leader. I think she has sound ideas 
for the country and has the 
experience to put them into play. 

Barack Obama is a man who 
gets people excited about politics, 
which is a good thing. He has his 
own ideas for the country that also 
sound good, but that is what he 
does best: traveling the country, 
playing the great orator. Simply 
put, he has ideas, but lacks the 
experience to know how to put 


= % enh 


them into play. 

I don’t want to get into who 
should Democratic 
nomination as much as address the 


win the 


egregious errors made by the states 
of Florida and Michigan, as well as 
the Democratic National 
Committee’s failure to assist in 
making sure that this controversy 
comes to an end. 

Florida and Michigan both 
moved their primaries to January, 
thus disqualifying the delegates 
from those states from being 
Hillary 
Clinton won both of these states in 
the elections, but failed to receive 


awarded to a_ winner. 


the delegates. Since then, both 
states have been trying to work out 
a way to have the delegates 
awarded, however, this past week, 
attempts to rehold the elections by 
having them funded by private 
donors or to do it by mail fell 
through. 

It takes simple math to see how 
this has affected the campaign. 
Obama currently has 1,622 
pledged delegates, while Clinton 
has 1,485. Florida and Michigan 
together have 313 delegates 
between them. Had the states not 
been stripped of their delegates by 
the DNC, Clinton would have won 
these delegates, putting her at 
1,798. That would mean she would 
176-delegate 


have a lead over 


Obama, which is a bigger lead than 
the one he currently enjoys over 
Clinton now. 

The bottom line is simply that 
Clinton would be the leader, not 
Obama, had Florida and Michigan 
not moved their primaries. In a 


Obama, and that’s why I want her 
lead to be recognized. Even if you 
favor Obama you should feel the 
same way, to feel otherwise makes 
you nothing but someone who is 
supporting a candidate who will 
receive the Democratic nomination 


———_§§¢-—__—_———_- 


“Race and gender have been bound to 
play a part in this election and it has 
really come to the point now where 
they will be talked about even more.” 


technical sense, Clinton has more 
delegates pledged to her, yet 
Obama remains in the lead. 
Clinton is in favor of reholding 
the elections for obvious reasons, 
while Obama favors splitting the 
delegates evenly. Well, this is not 
one of those 
children’s soccer games; it’s the 


noncompetitive 


race for the White House. There 
shouldn’t be a tie. This situation 
needs to be remedied, with all 
delegates from all states being 
allowed to be heard. 


Yes, I favor Clinton over 
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under false and dishonest means. 
Race and gender have been 
bound to play a part in this election 
and it has really come to the point 
now where they will be talked 
about even more. If Clinton 
receives the nomination, people 
will play the race card for Obama, 
saying that being black is why he 
didn’t win. You can reverse the 
situation were Obama to win, with 
Clinton supporters crying foul that 
she lost because she’s a woman. 
People need to look at the 
bigger picture, especially what is 


ates must be heard 


being talked about in regards to 
the November election. There are 
44 electoral votes between the two 
states. If voters and delegates in 
Florida and Michigan feel that they 
have been excluded and abused by 
the Democrats, these states could 
very easily go to John McCain and 
help in sending another Republican 
to the White House because of 
infighting. All delegates need to 
be accounted for because that is 
the only way that neither side will 
be able to argue that the 
nomination wasn’t fair when it is 
eventually awarded; anyone who 
isn’t in favor of this needs to take 
a long hard look at their principles 
and ethics. 

This is a historical election. If 
the voters do decide to send the 
first black man or female to the 
Oval Office, does anyone really 
want an asterix hanging over it? 
As it Stands now, that is exactly 
what will happen if Obama wins. 
He can talk all he wants, but me 
and every other Clinton supporter 
will cry foul with every breath 
with a more than legitimate 
argument. If he can’t win clean, I 
will vote for McCain over Obama, 
which is the last thing I want to do. 
But I won’t vote for someone who 
didn’t earn their spot over 
someone who did. Those are my 
ethics. What are yours? 


If you can do i 


Learning to manage 


your time better is a 
very useful skill 


By NATASHA KLIMOVICH 
Contributing Reporter 


It is common knowledge that 
most professions demand a certain 
level of skill. However, not many 
people will agree that it takes a 
tremendous amount of skill to 
succeed as a student. Ironically, the 
group that seems most comfortable 
with ignoring this fact is the group 
which would benefit the most from 
acknowledging it. Satisfied with 
himself, the average American 
student lethargically moves from 
course to course, lacking the strong 
drive and motivation to excel at his 
education 

In this article, I will attempt to 
persuade my fellow students to 


. accept, or at least carefully consider, 


the fact that developing and 
practicing a set of strong skills will 
make their college life easier, will 
raise the quality of their education 
and, finally, will benefit them long 
term above and beyond those short 
college years. 

I would like to start by 
encouraging every student to become 
proficient at managing his or her 
time. Since time is an expensive 
commodity in any student’s life, 
idleness and procrastination are 
inexcusable. We need to resist the 
temptation of watching that “Lost” 
episode instead of completing our 
homework. Avoiding your 
assignments will not make them 
disappear, it will just guarantee major 
anxiety and a need for an Excedrin 
the night before the assignment is 
due. Spacing out the assignment and 
completing it in manageable portions 
well in advance will not only help 
you avoid the stress and sleep 
deprivation, but it will grant a better 
quality of work and a greater chance 
to build a good rapport with the 
teacher. Furthermore, it will prepare 
and train you to meet the deadlines 


you may encounter at work. 

Punctuality is another important 
aspect of time management. Learning 
to allow additional time for traveling 
to your destination might save the 
unnecessary grief of being late for a 
timed pop-quiz, or much needed 
teacher’s instructions before a lesson. 
Consistently strolling in 15 minutes 
late into the classroom will not help 
you get a good grade in college. 
Doing the same at the workplace will 
not help you get a salary raise and 
might even get you fired! Tardiness, 
practiced often enough at school, 
turns into a bad habit, not easily 
broken. The rare virtue of 
punctuality is highly regarded inside 
as well as outside of the college 
walls: it sends a message to your 
superiors or clients that you respect 
their time and they can depend on 
you, which will prevent you from 
missing out on possible career and 
business opportunities. 

To see how the absence of 
above-mentioned skills could affect 
your family, just picture your spouse 
or children watching you running 
madly all over the house every 
morning, half dressed, with wild eyes 
and undone hair, leaving everything 
in disarray, angrily barking out orders 
just because you (yet again!) are late 
for work. If you like this little 
snapshot of the everyday life of a 
habitual procrastinator, do nothing; 
but if it is not appealing, you must 
start training yourself now. 

Acquiring organizational skills is 
vital for excelling as a student. You 
have to become an expert at 
prioritizing tasks, planning your day 
accordingly, and developing an 
ability to discern necessary and 
avoidable chores, Learning this trait 
will help you feel less overwhelmed, 
more in control of the daily routine. 
Who can deny the benefits of 
achieving more in a_ shorter 
timeframe and, therefore, having 
more leisure time afterward? A lot of 
people in college classes are not 


exclusively students. They are 
somebody’s employees, parents, 
grandparents, caretakers, and 


spouses, all of which fills their lives 
with countless responsibilities. In this 


case, multitasking becomes a very 
effective survival technique. It is 
amazing how much you can get done 
during your son’s karate class or in 
the waiting room of your dentist’s 
office! Of course, to accomplish that 
you have to be organized enough to 
prepare a ‘take everywhere’ bag with 
some school work in it, which does 
not require much effort at all. 

I have found countless easy ways 
to milk my time, to squeeze out of it 
all it has to offer — reciting my 
prewriting techniques or geometry 
formulas while driving to the store or 
repeating out loud the main points of 
a chapter I just read while chopping 
veggies for my soup. Keeping all 
books and papers in the same place at 
home, making sure that all notes are 
together before leaving for school, 
writing down homework assignments 
in a specific place, knowing the class 
schedule and location are- all 
relatively small things but they can 
make a huge difference in how 
effective you are. 

The ability to organize, prioritize 
and juggle several tasks at the same 
time will give you confidence in the 
work field, the respect of your boss 
and colleagues, and provide a much 
needed edge over other employees 
during this difficult age of 
downsizing companies. Carried over 
into the private home realm and 
family life, these abilities will bring 
more order and peace of mind. After 
all, who likes to get slammed with 
the late fee just because the bill was 
buried in a disorganized pile of old 
newspapers and unopened mail? I 
don’t know anyone, who has a good 
time spending half an _ hour 
frantically looking for a pair of 
matching socks while rushing to a 
job interview. 

If you intend to succeed as a 
student, do not underestimate the 
significance of working on your 
study skills, on constantly developing 
and perfecting them. It is important 
to try a variety of study methods and 
find the one that compliments you 
best. The capacity to learn in today’s 
rapidly shifting work environment 
with ever-growing and changing job 
descriptions, to utilize different 


one 


learning styles in this world of 
constantly evolving technology is 
invaluable. Whatever your learning 
style or a study method might be, 
practicing listening skills is universal 
and will strongly influence not only 
your college grades, but other aspects 
of your life. Knowing the difference 
between merely listening and truly 
hearing and understanding what your 
teacher, boss, colleague, friend or a 
family member really means is 
paramount for success in an 
academic setting or a work place as 
well as in any kind of personal 
relationship. 

Social skills are absolutely 
crucial for becoming a good student. 
This does not mean being capable of 
having a blast at a party or having fun 
catching up with friends. This means 
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now, why wait? 


resolve these guilty feelings over 
getting an education. In this case, 
learning to say “No”, when 
appropriate, to communicate clearly 
in a polite but assertive way is 
essential. In addition, it is best to 
focus on socializing with those who 
support, appreciate, and encourage 
your efforts. Social literacy is very 
important in dealing with your 
teacher and classmates as well. 
Without a doubt, being cordial and 
civil with everybody, regardless of 
your attitude toward their lifestyle, is 
a minimum requirement. Being able 
to work together in harmony, while 
avoiding conflict is a vital skill. 
Submitting to your  teacher’s 
authority, willingly allowing yourself 
to be led, following directions and 


eae ee we fn 


“T would like to start by encourag- 


ing every student to become profi- 
cient at managing his or her time.” 


skills needed for potentially 
problematic or difficult social 
situations.. It is an art to gain your 
family’s support, especially when it’s 
inconvenient for them to support you. 
It takes a certain amount of 
diplomacy to explain to my husband 
why he occasionally finds a note: 
“Enjoy! Got to run!” on top of a 
Campbell’s soup can. I definitely 
need a brush-up on all my 
negotiating skills when I try to 
explain to my son why I am choosing 
to study instead of our usual board 
game time. While I am grateful for 
my family’s understanding, I do 
realize that not everybody in the 
student community finds himself (or 
herself) in such favorable situation 
with his (or her) family or friends. 
Unfortunately, for some people, 
there may be a need to quickly 


instructions — these are keys to your 
success as a student. If your basic 
principles of social interaction on 
different levels seem rusty, these 
skills should be honed as soon as 
possible. 

Hopefully, the realization of the 
fact that the true success of a student 
relies heavily on a multitude of 
easily obtained skills will inspire a 
radical attitude change toward 
college education from complacency 
to proactivity all across the student 
body of America. If we have the 
discipline to exercise all these skills 
consistently, they will unavoidably 
spill over into our professional and 
family lives and make us better 


employees, business owners, 
spouses, parents, better human 
beings. 


Background is not a factor with holidays © 


No matter your eth- 
nicity, the important 
thing is to have fun 


By ASHLEIGH BERGH 
Contributing Reporter 


I love St. Patrick’s Day. Being 
half Irish, it’s fun to celebrate part 
of my heritage in a safe and healthy 
manner (I promise) and I know 
plenty of people who still get to 
enjoy the festivities even if they 
aren’t Irish because of this little 
thing called “Evacuation Day”. If 
you look on your NECC calendar, 


‘it doesn’t say St. Patrick’s Day 


Observed but rather, Evacuation 
Day — the day in 1776 when British 
troops evacuated the Boston area. 
It is celebrated as Evacuation Day 


in Suffolk county, but it is the only 


area in the country that celebrates 
Evacuation Day (and, 
simultaneously, St. Patrick’s Day). 


So it’s no surprise that this year, 
Guinness & Co. decided to jump 
on the Boston bandwagon and 
begin Proposition 3-17 — to make 
St. Patrick’s Day a recognized and 
legal federal holiday. 

Guinness & Co. proposed this 
idea through the official website 
started for this cause, and needed 
one million signatures by March 16 
in order to get their proposition 
seen by Congress. Well, as of 
midnight on March 16, close to 
400,000 signatures had been 
gathered, which, though 
impressive, wasn’t enough. (The 
last time a federal holiday was 
proclaimed was in 1983, when 
President Reagan established the 
celebration of Martin Luther King 


Jr.’s_ birthday, which wasn’t 
celebrated by all 50 states until 
1999.) 

This proposal, however, 
sparked a lively debate on the 
social networking site 
Facebook.com, which had a 


support group with a large 
following, or so it seemed. 
However, when reading over the 
discussions in the group, many 
who had joined were angry. Their 
arguments against this proposition 
were simple, some of which 
included the fact that other 
religious holidays are not federal 
holidays, yet many Christian 
holidays are. But above all, the 
common census was this — why 
should the whole country get a day 
off for a strictly Irish holiday? 
Isn’t that unfair? 

After reading, and signing, the 
Guinness & Co. petition (yep, 
guilty) I didn’t think so. However, 
those opposed to 3-17 had 
legitimate reasons, and I began to 
question my religious and cultural 
tolerance as well. Would I have 
signed a petition to make Passover 
a federal holiday, even though I’m 
not Jewish? Yes, but mostly 
because I’m a lazy college student 
who thoroughly enjoys a day off 


here or there. 

This issue caused way more 
personal moral questioning than I 
néeded before spring break, and | 
decided to go back to the Guinness 
website and reread the petition | 
had so happily signed. I realized 
that although it was highly 
supportive of the Irish part of the 
holiday, in the end, it was 
Guinness’ way of expressing that 
they (and the supporters) wanted 
another holiday where everyone 


can, essentially, be Irish, and that 
everyone can celebrate and enjoy. 

Well, I knew -even when 
signing it that it wasn’t going to 
pass. But after all my moral 
deliberation, and, of course, my 
field study and research during St. 
Patrick’s Day celebrations, I’ve 
decided that, well, what the heck! 
Everyone can be Irish on St. 
Patrick’s Day, so why not? And if 
you can’t, well... another day off 
never hurt anyone. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
~ to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Le 
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Newburyport 


literary festival 

On April 26, a panel 
consisting of Latino literary 
luminaries will participate in 
the third annual Newburyport 
Literary Festival (NLF). 
Pulitzer Prize winner Mirta 
Ojita, award-winning teacher 
Jose Gonzalez, and Sergio 
Troncoso, Fulbright Scholar, 
join forces to discuss Latino 
literature, trends, and themes. 

"We are thrilled that such a 
talented group of writers will be 
joining us," said Vicki 
Hendrickson, founder and 
executive director of the NLF. 
"The richness of their writing 
stands on its own; but their 
presence at our Festival will 
give those who know their 
works - and those new to their 
works - a chance to experience 
firsthand the depth and 
intensity of their respective 
crafts." 

The New York Times 
Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Mirta Ojita will host 
and moderate the Latino Boom 
Panel. Mirta came to the U.S. 
as a teenager in the 1980 Cuban 
boatlift. Her book, Finding 
Manana: A Memoir of a Cuban 
Exodus, recounts her last year 
in Cuba. 

Poet and Editor Jose B. 
Gonzalez also joins the panel. 
Jose has published poetry in 
such journals as Callaloo, The 
Teacher's Voice, Palabra, 
Calabash and Colere, and 
anthologies including Coloring 
Book, Nantucket: A Collection, 


and Latino Boom: An 
Anthology of U.S. Latino 
Literature, which he also 


co-edited. He holds a Master's 
in Teaching in English from 
Brown University and a Ph.D. 
in English from the University 
of Rhode Island. 


Petition to graduate 


form due March 31 


Students planning to gradu- 
ate this spring must fill out a 
Petition to Gradute Form by 
March 31. 

Forms available at the One 
Stop on the Haverhill campus 
or at Franklin Street on the 
Lawrence campus. 


Senate holds uséd 
book sale 


The Student Senate will 
hold a used book sale on 
Wednesday, April 2. 

Drop boxes for people 
willing to donate their used 
books can be found around 
campus. 

They Senate is asking that 
anyone who can donate for 
this event. .For more informa- 
tion, contact Ethan Satiago at 
prolificajj@gmail.com 


Does your campus organi- 
zation or office have something 
to announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please e-mail information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu. Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Gas prices rise as consumer 
spending falls 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


There is no doubt now, in the minds of many 
economists and politicians. The recession is no 
longer looming, it's here. 

A poll of economists released by The Wall 
Street Journal on March 13, said that 71 percent say 
the US economy is currently in a recession. Even 
more disturbing is the fact that a large number of 
them said this recession could easily be worse than 
what occurred in the early 1990s and in 2001. 

Senate Banking Committee Chairman 
Christopher Dodd agrees, stating to reporters at a 
news conference, “This is the worst housing crisis 
in our lifetime. We are in a recession. People want 
to talk about 'Are we?' - we're in one. The question 
is, how deep is this going to go? How long-lasting 
will it be?” 

Dodd also said that with inflation and 
unemployment going up, the economy is in poor 
shape to respond to the situation. The general 
public remains very unhappy. The diving value of 
the US dollar is affecting everybody, from the 
declining housing market to rising gas prices. 

“I have a pickup truck, and it costs me an arm 
and a leg to fill this thing up every day,” said Rob 
Butler of Westford, MA as he stood at the pump 
outside Ted's Mobil in Methuen. “I just gave the guy 
inside fifty bucks and that will last me 3 or 4 days.” 

Butler states that gas prices are “beyond 
unreasonable” and that “they should never be 
allowed to get this high in the first place.” 

“Last year Bush said that people should 
compensate for high gas prices by walking or 
carpooling. That's fine when you live in the city, but 
I live in Westford and work in Lowell. I'm not going 
to get up at 4 a.m. to walk 13 miles to work. If this 
situation isn't fixed, people are just going to sit 
home just because they can't afford to go 
anywhere,” said Butler. 

Consumers are paying more for goods because 
of the cost to deliver the merchandise rising. The 
nationwide Lundberg Survey stated that gas as of 
press time stood at a record average price of $3.26 a 
gallon, with diesel fuel standing at a record $4.06 a 
gallon. 

With everybody trying to save money where 
they can, consumer spending has fallen. According 
to the Commerce Department, retail sales dropped 
in February, led by declines in auto sales, furniture, 
appliances and restaurant meals. 

Jessica Rybicki is a newlywed from Amesbury, 
MA. Married in September, she is trying to save 
money to buy a house, by working two jobs, one 
selling advertising for the Portsmouth Herald and 


Security 


Continued from Page | 

The MACER notes go on to state that 
President Hartleb responded by. saying that 
someone from the learning accommodations 
office spent a good deal of time at the class where 
the incident occurred and would spend more if 
needed. To which Van Wert replied that while that 
person is well-intentioned, someone with more 
experience in the mental heath area is needed. 
President Hartleb responded that such personnel 
are expensive to have on two campuses and the 
college's priority has been, he said, “to hire full 
time faculty.” 

The MACER notes on the topic close by 
saying that Van Wert, “stressed the need for some 
kind of assembly. Keeping the incident quiet is 
not a solution... If the College does not provide 
an environment where students feel safe, then 
proper learning cannot occur.” 

The Observer contacted Professor Van Wert 
later for more direct comments. 

“I don't feel that the incident was handled 
well, a lot of faculty were very insecure. It could 
have been handled much better, and in a way that 
would not cause such insecurity. The silence 
about the incident from the administration for so 


Gasoline 


Ft ke ee 


the other giving flute lessons. 

Rybicki said, “I sell advertising and that is the 
first thing that businesses cut out of their budget. 
With the recession, businesses are getting scared 
and pinching pennies as much as they can. It is 
scary to have a commission-based job that depends 
on small businesses when the economy is in its 
current state. Anything that's not mandatory, people 
aren't going to buy.” 

She said of thee recession that she will “simply 
cut out things that aren't important and hope for the 
best.” 

“J was already broke half the time before this 
stuff happened,” said Butler. 

“I blame Bush, he blames the oil company. It's 
a cycle of people not taking responsibility. 
Whoever is the next president is going to have all 
the problems Bush leaves them with. The 
government is hoping that its economic stimulus 
package will ease the America's economic pains. 
President Bush and the House of Representatives 
reached the deal in January that will send $150 
billion in economic stimulus through tax rebates to 


Aaron Foss photo 
117 million families, as well as provide temporary 
tax breaks for businesses. : 

Bush has also taken some hard slams from 
critics that the $10 billion dollars a month the U.S. 
is spending on the Iraq war is draining the economy. 
Bush if fact said on an interview with the Today 
Show's Ann Curry that the economy is helping fight 
unemployment. 

“I think actually the spending in the war might 
help with jobs because we're buying equipment, and 
people are working. I think this economy is down 
because we built too many houses and the 
economy's adjusting,” Bush said in the interview. 

Rybicki‘offered a firm, though extreme opinion 
on where the U.S. could be heading. 

“The United States has a lot in common with 
ancient Rome. All empires have to fall at some 
point, and I think our time is coming. I feel that the 
USA peaked in the eighties and the nineties, and 
now we have to make way for other countries to 
take over as the big world power. I am not saying I 
want this to happen, but I am not so naive that I 
don't think it will.” 


issues raised 
TT ene gy Gat ae 


I don't feel that the incident was handled well, 
a lot of faculty were very insecure. It could have 
at handled much better. 


-Suzanne Van Wert 


long was unsettling. The faculty wanted more 
concrete advice, it just did not seem like enough,” 
said Van Wert in a phone interview with the 
Observer. 

When asked about her reservations to the cell 
phone system Van Wert responded, “Cell phones 
are better than nothing, certainly not a perfect 
system, but it can be put in place quickly and 
inexpensively.” 

Finally when asked about the idea of hiring 
campus counselors she said, “We have brought 
this up so many times in the last few years, this 
answer doesn't surprise me, we had counselors on 
campus many years ago but they have all retired 
and have not been replaced.” 


Curious about the feelings and impressions of 
the student body and faculty regarding the 
proposed cell phone plan, the Observer 
interviewed a selection of students and professors 
on the subject. 

“I suppose it would be good. It is 5 hati than 
nothing. As a teacher, I usually turn mine off,” 
said Professor Andrew Morse. 

“Great if one uses a cell phone. Teachers 
typically turn off cell phones in class,” said 
Professor Jim Murphy. 

“It will only work for half of the people, 
because not everyone has a cell phone or someone 
could be in the bathroom without a cell phone,” 
said former student senator, Chris Simon. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


New craft to assist 
in hurricane research 


FLORIDA- This ‘summer, a 
fleet of small unmanned aircraft, 
similar to radio-controlled models 
sold by hobby stores, is to be 
launched into the heart of hurricanes 
to beam back information that may 

. sharpen the accuracy of tropical 
forecasts, scientists say. 

But the satellite-linked drones 
likely won't be permitted to 
conduct reconnaissance missions 
into storms that approach the U.S. 
coastline, the upshot of a 
bureaucratic tiff between two 
federal agencies. 

The Federal Aviation 
Administration has refused to 
authorize the planes, called 
Aerosondes, to fly near the U.S. 
mainland or adjacent international 
waters, saying they could endanger 
planes fleeing a hurricane. 

The National Oceanic and 


Atmospheric Administration wants. 


to deploy the 30-pound drones from 
coastal Virginia or Key West and 
argues they would operate far from 
normal air routes. 

Until the two agencies come to 
an agreement, NOAA plans to 
launch the winged probes from 
Jamaica or Barbados during the 
2008 hurricane season into storms 
that pose an initial threat to the 
Caribbean. 


Missions flown from those 


tropical islands still would allow 
scientists to hone the Aerosonde 
program, which will be conducted 
on an experimental basis, said 
Joseph Cione, NOAA's principal 
investigator for unmanned aerial 
system research. 

"The endgame is to improve 
forecasts and save lives and 
property," he said. ‘ 

Although Aerosondes have 
been flying into storms, exploring 
arctic regions and undertaking other 
scientific missions for about seven 
years, NOAA wants to step up their 
use this year 

Scientists hope the drones will 
provide new clues about the 
still-mysterious cores of hurricanes 
and specifically, the process that 
allows them to strengthen. 

Manufactured by Aerosonde, 
based in Melbourne, Australia, the 
propeller-driven weather probes, 
which cost more than $50,000 each, 
are engineering marvels. 

Equipped with a 
1.6-horsepower engine and flight 
management computer, the drone 
can fly an astonishing 2,300 miles 
on 1.5 gallons of fuel at a cruising 
speed of about 60 mph. ~ 

With such stamina, the drones 
can be directed into a hurricane and 
drift in its swirling winds for more 
than 20 hours. After enduring the 
turbulence, they are rugged enough 
to return to their home base in U.S. 
bases. 


Deaf performing artist to appear 


International artist 
Peter Cook performs 
April 5, Tech Center 


Internationally recognized deaf 
performing artist Peter Cook will 
appear at NECC’s Haverhill Campus 
on Saturday, April 5. 

He will present a three-hour 
aftemoon workshop titled Creativity 
and ASL (American Sign Language) 
which will begin at | p.m. as well as 
an evening show, beginning at 7 p.m. 

Both events are open to the pub- 
lic and will be held in Northern 
Essex’s Technology Center, 100 
Elliott St., Haverhill. 

Cook is an internationally recog- 
nized deaf performing artist whose 
work incorporates American Sign 
Language, pantomime, storytelling, 
acting and movement. He has trav- 
eled around the country to promote 
ASL literature since 1986. A profes- 


sor at Columbia College in Chicago, 
Cook has appeared on television and 
on stages around the world. In 2003, 
he was invited to the White House 
for the National Book Festival. 

In the workshop, Cook will 
encourage participants to explore 
-their creativity through American 
Sign Language literature. He will 
also lecture on the relationship 
between deaf culture and literature 
and demonstrate the technical 
aspects of ASL storytelling and poet- 
ry. There will be a number of hands- 
on activities for participants. This 
event is offered for 0.3 CEUs or 
ACET credits for the Registry of 
Interpreters for the Deaf in the con- 
tent area of professional studies and 
has an instruction level of extensive. 

Cook will present a show, appro- 
priate for ages 10 and older; from 7 
to 8:30 p.m. Cook incorporates ASL, 
pantomime, storytelling, acting, and 
movement in demonstrating the 
technical aspects of ASL storytelling 


and poetry. A visual pleasure, his 
performance will appeal to deaf and 
hearing audiences alike. 

Prices are $50 for the workshop 
and $20 for full-time students with 
identification. Show prices are $5 for 
10-12 year-olds, $8 for 13- to 18 
year-olds and full-time college stu- 
dents and $15 for adults. Workshop 
and performance combo prices are 
$60 for an adult and $25 for a full- 
time college student or individuals 
over 65. 

Spoken English interpretation 
will be provided at both events. 

This event is sponsored by 
NECC’s Deaf Studies Department, 
Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services, 
and the Gallaudet University 
Regional Center at NECC. 

For additional information con- 
tact Pauline. Ballentine at the 
Gallaudet University Regional 
Center at NECC, 978-556-3701 or 
pballentine@necc.mass.edu 


Genocide series continues with 
Richard Kamber lecture March 26 


Scholar to speak on 
whether democracy 
can prevent genocide 


Richard Kamber, professor of 
philosophy at The College of New 
Jersey, will speak at Northern Essex 
Community College on Wednesday, 
March 26, from noon to | p.m. as a 
guest lecturer in its Genocide aware- 
ness series sponsored by the NECC 
Diversity Committee. 

Kamber will speak on the sub- 
ject “Can Democracy Prevent 


Genocide”. Kamber believes democ- 
racy provides humanity’s best hope” 
for preventing genocide. His talk is 
an explanation“and defense of this. 

Free and open to the public, the 
lecture will be held in the 
Technology Center which is located 
on the college’s Haverhill Campus, 
100 Elliott St. 

Kamber served for 15 years as 
dean or vice president of three col- 
leges and for seven years as chair of 
the Department of Philosophy and 
Religion at The College of New 
Jersey. He has written books on 


UNC student president 
Carson remembered 


CHAPEL HILL, N.C. - To hear 
her friends tell it, Eve Carson's 
energy and effervescence were most 
evident in her text messages and 
e-mails which she _ routinely 
overloaded with exclamation points. 

"Sometimes she would punctu- 
ate her méssages with 7, 8 or even 
10 exclamation points," Anna 
Lassiter, her roommate of two years, 
recounted Tuesday. "Even before 
starting her actual message." 

To so many at UNC- Chapel 
Hill, Eve Marie Carson was a walk- 
ing exclamation point, a lightning 
bolt of promise. Tuesday afternoon, 
more than 10,000 people friends 
she knew and friends she hadn't yet 
made filled the Dean E. Smith 
Center to remember her _ fondly. 
Earlier Tuesday, about 200 gathered 
at N.C. State University's brickyard 
to pay tribute to Carson, with some 
wearing light blue in her honor. 

The 22-year-old Athens, GA, 
native was shot dead in the early 


hours of March 5, a ghastly murder 
that received no mention at all dur- 
ing a 75-minute event almost entire- 
ly devoid of tears. Carson's parents 
and brother attended the gathering 
but did not speak. Dean of Students 
Melissa Exum read excerpts of a 
message from Carson's father, Bob 
Carson, expressing his hopes for 
Eve's classmates and praise for a 
generation of intelligent, collabora- 
tive and generous students. 

Each person who spoke Tuesday 
had an Eve story to tell, from the 
university trustee Carson tricked 
into allowing far more time than 
allotted for students lobbying 
against tuition increases, to the room 
mate who joked about her penchant 
for eating all but the last bite of ice 
cream in the freezer. 

"She was a bright spot in your 
day," recalled Seth Dearmin, UNC- 
CH's student body president two 
years before Carson. 


Jean-Paul Sartre, Albert Camus, and 
William James. 

His published articles cover a 
wide range of subjects including aes- 
thetics, existentialism, education, 
film, and the Holocaust and he has 
lectured frequently on these topics. 

- For additional information 
regarding the speaker series contact 
Judith 

Kamber at 
jkamber@nece.mass.edu or 978- 
556-3955. Or visit the website at: 
http://cit.necc.mass.edu/ofsd/geno- 
cide.shtml 


Fee hike at 
UMass will 
cost students 


BOSTON (AP) - The board of 
trustees at the University of 
Massachusetts has approved an 
increase in fees that will cost stu- 
dents up to $311 more a year. 

The recent vote in favor of a 3.1 
percent increase means that starting 
next fall, students at the four UMass 
campuses will pay at least $266 
more for their education. 

At the flagship campus in 
Amherst — the most expensive 
school in the system — the total cost 
will be $18,346, including room and 
board. 

UMass president Jack Wilson 
said it's the fifth year in a row the fee 
increase was below the rate of infla- 
tion. 

The fees fund scholarships, fac- 
ulty salaries, libraries and student 
recreation, among other things. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Mexicans undertake a 
dangerous U.S. 
border crossing 


AGUA PRIETA, Mexico- 

Georgina Salinas thought the 
smuggler would get her to 
California. 

Her husband was in Yuba City, 
Calif., laid up with a broken foot 
after a ladder collapsed while he 
was harvesting olives. She needed 
to get north to take his place in the 
fields and make money. . 

On a February night, she and a 
half dozen other migrants prepared 
to climb a ladder over the border 
fence into Arizona. As they waited 
for the right time, Salinas said, 
"One of the ‘coyotes' raped a 
woman right in front of me, inside a 
car." 

The woman, so desperate to 
reach the United States, didn't fight 
back. 

Since the federal government 
brought in the National Guard to 
help tighten controls along the 
Mexican border two years ago, 
reports show fewer people are 
crossing. The U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security says seizures of 
migrants dropped 20 percent at the 
border between 2006 and 2007, 
from 1,072,000 people to 858,000 
last year. 

Those migrants still determined 
to cross are increasingly vulnerable. 
Many of the traditional coyotes who 
would shepherd migrants all the 
way to their destination will no 
longer risk a crossing, and they've 
been replaced by a more transient, 
more desperate breed. 

Smugglers are "getting 
frustrated because they don't have 
carte blanche now," said Jesus 
Rodriguez, an agent based in the 
Border Patrol's Tucson office. 

He oversees the stretch of 
border that cuts between Agua 
Prieta and. Douglas, Ariz., where 
Salinas and her group crossed 
before being captured and sent back 
to Mexico. 

In El Paso, Texas, 260 miles 
east of Agua Prieta, Border Patrol 
agent Joe Romero said fly-by-night 
smugglers who prey on naive 
migrants are flourishing. 

In the past, he said, smuggling 
networks were more village-based, 
and coyotes were less likely to 
abuse migrants because they had 
reputations to maintain. 

"The original guides weren't 
even in this for the money,” Romero 
said. "They were doing it for their 
neighbors." 

Salinas and several men from 
her town in Mexico's Veracruz state 
said they didn't know the smugglers 
who passed through their town 
scouting for customers. Through 
word of mouth, though, they heard 
that they were trustworthy and 
would charge $2,000 to get them all 
the way to Yuba City. 

One of the traffickers told the 
migrants to meet him in Tulancingo 
in the neighboring state of Hidalgo, 
Salinas said. He asked each of them 
for hundreds of dollars' worth of 
pesos up front to cover bus fare and 
other costs of getting them to the 
Arizona border. - 
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Haverhill’ conserved 
areas to be kept and 


cared for 


By STEVE DAGLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Partial grant funding in the 
amount of $2000 has come 
from the Essex National Heritage 
Commission (ENHC) recently. 

These funds that are helping 
finance Haverhill’s Conservation 
areas latest project is a true blessing. 
This phenomenal news, according to 
Head Conservation Officer Mark 
Sheehan, is going to include 
geological and wildlife information, 
along with maps and the history of 
10 conservation areas in Haverhill. 

Mark is a wildlife expert and 
since 2003 has been the sole leader 
of Haverhill’s | Conservation 
Department. He has been heading 
the Haverhill trails - monthly 
committee meetings at City Hall. 

Fellow volunteers frequent the 
gatherings and address many of the 
difficulties concerning new or 
current projects in the area. All of 
these amazing individuals take upon 
themselves the desire to create and 
maintain all of these refreshing trails 
that are totally free to the public. 

Mark’s interest with wildlife and 
the outdoors dates back to when he 
was just a boy. He is now S52 and 


puts more care and concern into this 
line of work than ever before. When 
you any one of these 
conservation areas, look for a trail 
guide drop box near the entrances. 
He has created each one of these 
maps by hand and provided a little 
bit of history about the land. 

The donation given by ENHC is 
just one of the many forms of 
assistance that has been provided by 
experts. There will be a geological 
feature headed by Jack Jackson, a 
state forester, and Bill Hammond, a 
geologist. Together they will be 
collaborating their knowledge and 
areas of expertise. Most of the 
actual writing will be done by 
several creative writing experts that 
have gladly signed on to aid in the 
construction of the project. They are 
currently organizing all of Mark’s 
and are creating a 
narrative history regarding the 
wildlife and history aspects. 

The Merrimack Valley Planning 
Commission (MVPC) is another one 
of the major contributors to the trail 
book. They are sharing their satellite 
information in order to make the 
ultimate trail mapping possible The 
maps going to be clear, 
consistent, and will even contain 
tidbits of information that the hikers 
may find useful. 

The book is due for a summer 
release and the number of prints will 
be in the range of 500 to 1000. What 


visit 


knowledge 


are 


should really excite tax-payers is 
that, thanks to all the donations and 
private contributions, the project is 
costing the city Haverhill nothing. 

When people are purchasing 
their copy, they should feel 
confident knowing that a great deal 
of professionalism and care went 
into making the books. Money made 
from the sales is going right back 
into the city’s conservation program. 

“There are always small projects 
that need attention: foot bridges 
often need repair, and sometimes 
you have the occasional tree that has 
fallen across the walking trails,” 
said Mark. “What the public needs 
to know is that we all care very 
much about what we do and that 
these tranquil areas are all being 
maintained for you. Get out there 
and enjoy your land.” 


Steve Dagley photos 


The Essex National Heritage Commission has given 
funds to support Haverhill conservation areas. 


Iraq veteran comes home to stay 


Andrew Manning 
talks about Marines 


and war 


By PATRICK WHOLLEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Proudly wearing his red USMC 
sweatshirt, former Marine Lance 
Corporal Andrew 
propped down on the couch and 
said to me, “Yo Pat, how ‘bout a 
Coke?” What started as the usual 
shoot-the-breeze 


Manning 


conversation 
_ between two buddies was actually 
quite different than a normal 
conversation with my friend Andy. 
He had agreed to be interviewed 
about his experiences as a war 
veteran. 

Manning served in the Marines 


from November 2003 to November 


2006 as an 0311 rifleman, part of 


the infantry unit. He completed 
two tours of duty in Iraq, equaling 
over a year. 

Manning moved to Haverhill 
when he was in the third grade, and 
has made his residence here ever 
a Haverhill High 
graduate, class of 2003. “I hate 
school!” 
laughed when asked why he chose 


since. He is 


Manning jokingly 


military over college. He went on 
to say, “college wasn’t right for me 
at the time, and I wanted to do 
something that I would remember 
for the rest of my life and make my 
family proud.” He said after 9-11 
he wanted to somehow make a 
difference so nothing like that 
would happen again. 

“IT knew we were at war, and we 
were fighting terrorism. But I had 
no idea what was actually going on 
over there until I saw it with my 
own eyes when I got to Iraq for the 
first time,” Manning said on what 
he had known about the war before 
enlisting. “TV only shows a small 
glimpse of what really goes on 
over there. I’ve seen (expletive) 
that you don’t even want to hear 
about,” Manning proclaimed when 
talking about his first impressions 
of Iraq. “It’s a different life, a 
different world from what we live 
in this country.” 

A third generation Marine, his 
great grandfather served in World 
War I and his grandfather served in 
World War II, and the Korean War 
When asked how his family reacted 
when they first heard of him going 
to Iraq, he replied, “My mom 
freaked out. She cried, I promised 


her everything was going to be 


okay and that I would come home 
safe to her in one piece.” Such 
wasn’t the case for some other 
unlucky Marines in Manning’s 
platoon. 

Since he had chosen to be part 
of the infantry unit, Andrew’s job 
was one of the most dangerous as a 
Marine. Infantry units are the first 
ones to report to the scene, and the 
last ones to leave. Whether it be to 
secure a site or to apprehend 
terrorists hiding in a building, 
Marines are the first ones drawn to 
the site. 

“I knew it was the most 
dangerous job, | knew what I was 
getting myself into when I chose 
my job. Infantry guys make a huge 
impact on what goes on over there, 
we go into enemy territory and take 
business!” 

told 


make 


care of Manning 


confidently me. “Every 


decision you affects the 
guys’ life on both sides of you. You 
develop a bond like no other.” 
Constantly being on call 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
there are no breaks or down time. 
“We do 


disrupt Iraqi terrorist insurgents. 


anything possible to 


Sometimes we'd get intelligence 
about certain areas or houses and it 


would be our job to apprehend the 


terrorists, interrogate them, 
blindfold them and bind them, then 
transport them to higher ranking 
officials.” Manning tells me that a 
few of the terrorists they caught 
were very high up 

members of the Al-Qaeda. 


ranking 


Manning considers the Marines 
as a brotherhood and believes that 
the camaraderie is as strong as no 
other. “You know every guy next to 
you is willing to take a bullet for 
you, and you’re willing to take a 


bullet for every guy around you, 


nothin’ compares to that.” 
Right 
platoon was to take off for Iraq for 


before Manning's 


a third time, he suddenly felt 
extremely ill. “My stomach felt 
like it was going to explode,” he 
said. Come to find out, Manning 


needed an emergency 
appendectomy and required 
surgery and time off for 


recuperation. Manning was ruled 
non-deployable, and was forced to 
miss his third visit to Iraq. 

Though he claims he wished he 
could have deployed with the rest 
of his unit, his sickness actually 
turned out as a blessing in 
disguise. While in Iraq, his platoon 
was ambushed and nine soldiers 


were seriously injured or killed. 


Photo courtesy Andrew Manning 


Marine Lance Corporal Andrew Manning, front center, 
sits before President George Bush with fellow marines. 
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Play offers actors new perspective 


Top Notch Players 
present “The Diary 
of Anne Frank” 


By SARA CoDAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The Diary of Anne Frank is no 
ordinary play, and it has shown 
students a different side of the acting 
world. 

For director Jim Murphy, this is 
not the first time doing a play based 
on a true story. However, it does 
provide challenges. 

“The difference is that’s it’s a true 
story and we want to do the story 
justice. People are fairly familiar with 
the events surrounding it,” said 
Murphy. 

However Abby Hilton, who plays 
' Meep, and Daniel Potter, who plays 
Peter Van Daan, were not in the 
“Triangle Fire Factory Project,” 
another play about a real life tragedy. 
They are more familiar with the world 
of musicals and comedies than 
dramas, especially serious dramas 
that are based on true stories. 

However, they have learned a lot 
from their experiences. 

“T auditioned because I wanted to 
expand my. acting repertoire. I 
usually do musicals, but there is no 
singing and dancing in Anne Frank,” 
said Potter. 

“It’s different from what I’m used 
to, I usually do musicals and 
comedies,” said Hilton 

“It’s actually a lot of work,” said 
Potter. “It’s a true story, so there is a 
lot of research and emotion that goes 
into it.” 

“The Diary of Anne Frank” is a 
play based on the actual diary of a 
Jewish girl named Anne Frank that 
was written during WWII. In the 
diary, Frank writes about her 
experiences hiding from the Germans. 

“Tt’s a story that needs to be told 
again and again and again,” said 
Murphy. 

Hilton’s character, Meep, is one 
of the people responsible for hiding 


the Franks and the Van Daans. 

“I’m looking at things in a 
different light,” said Hilton. “The 
people who were hiding the Jews put 
themselves in just as much danger as 
the Jews were in. It’s eye-opening to 
see how fearless and brave they 
were.” 

One of the challenges the play 
provided is that eight of the 
characters have to stay on stage 
through the entire show. Potter is one 
of these characters. 

“You have to stay in character the 
whole time, even if the scene is not 
focused on you. There will always be 
at least one person in the audience 
who will be watching you,” said 
Potter. 

Another challenge he pointed out 
was maintaining a hopeful character 
though out the show, even though you 
know most of the characters die in the 
end. 

Despite the challenges they have 
learned a lot, and enjoyed working 
with one of their favorite directors, 
Jim. Murphy. 

“I found a way to cheat the 
system” said Potter. “I learn so much 
from Jim, and don’t have to pay for a 
class.” 

He may not have to pay, but many 
of the cast members are asked to help 
out with building the set. 

According to Potter, everyone is 
asked to put in at least four hours. 

However, Potter doesn’t mind 
putting in the time, and gives Susan 
Sanders the credit for making them 
enjoyable. Working on the set gives 
him something to feel proud of. 

“Now I can say, “you see that, I 
painted it, it was my work.’” said 
Potter. ° 

“The Diary of Anne Frank” opens 
Friday, March 28 at 7:30 p.m., 
followed by another show Saturday, 
March 29 also at 7:30 p.m., April 2nd 
at 4 p.m., April 3, 4 and 5 at 7:30p.m. 
and April 6 at 3 p.m. 

Tickets cost $10 for adults and $8 
for students and are available at the 
door or on www.MVArts.info 

“I hope the message we: have 
worked hard to convey is relayed, and 
I hope people come to see it,” said 
Hilton. 


ee 


The people who hid the Jews put 
themselves in just as much danger as 
the jews were in. It’s eye opening to see 
how fearless and brave they were. 


-Abby Hilton 


The fourth Maximum 
Ride novel doesn t 
live up to its prequels 


By SARA CODAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


After writing “Saving the World 
and Other Extreme Sports,” James 
Patterson had not planned on writing 
a fourth book. However, the first 
three books were so good that fans 
were begging for more. 


Patterson obliged his fans with a 
fourth book, and it was a big 
mistake. “The Final Warning” was 
nothing like the other Maximum 
Ride books. 

Its most glaring flaw was that it 
felt more like a lecture on global 
warming than a novel about Max 
and “the flock.” 

Now, I like living on this planet, 
and have nothing against stopping 
global warming, but keep the 
lecturing to the journals, professors 
and the media. Patterson is a 
talented author, and it would have 
been more effective if he was more 
subtle with the “save the planet” 


Sara Codair photo 


Otto Frank (Babak Alian) gives Anne Frank (Kim Cote) French lessons in the Top 


Notch production of “The Diary of Anne Frank”. 


Sara Codair photo 


Margot Frank (Laurie Palermo) and Peter Van Daan (Daniel Potter) study at the 
kitchen table in “The Diary of Anne Frank.” 


Global warming kills new novel 


blabber. As a reader, I don’t like to 
have messages shoved down my 
throat. 

Perhaps because of the novel’s 
lecturing style, the plot seemed very 
flimsy. Things seemed to happen 
without reasons, or be almost too 
convenient. Not to mention that 
Max and the flock’s goal or task 
seemed way to easy. They weren’t 
really running for their lives from 
super smart and evil scientists, but 
just collecting data from the South 
Pole. 

Speaking of bad guys, the villain 
of this story, the Uber-director, was 
totally pointless and idiotic. His 


only apparent purpose was to 
interfere with Max’s research by 
trying to auction off the bird kids. 

Not to mention that he and his 
minions made no sense and were 
constantly contradicting themselves. 
I couldn’t tell if they wanted to 
destroy the world, save it, or just get 
rich. 

Unless they were just plants, and 
their purpose will be revealed in a 


sequel, they were just plain 
annoying. 

However, the novel was not a 
complete waste. The good 


characters were well developed and 
it was nice to see what they were 


doing after the last novel. 

Patterson elaborated more on the 
possible romance between Max and 
Fang, and more members of the 
flock were developing more 
powers, as well as growing up a 
little. 

And if I was 10, I might not have 
picked up on how obvious the 
global warming theme was. 

The back of the book says this is 
some thing anyone from age 10 to 
110 can enjoy. That may have been 
true for the first three books, but 
“The Final Waring” struck me as 
something only children and 
younger teens will be able to enjoy. ~ 
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Leake 


- Professor Lisa Leake 
passes her love of 


- dance onto students 


By LaToya DURHAM 
Contributing Reporter 


Lisa Leake, the dance/fitness 
instructor who enjoys choreography, 
has been doing what she loves most 
for over 20 years. 

Prior to teaching at Northern 
Essex Community College. Leake has 
taught in Boston Public Schools, 
Cambridge Public Schools, North 
Shore Community College and the 
University of Massachusetts in 


teaches and lives dance 


Boston. 

Leake’s first introduction to dance 
took place at the ripe young age of six. 

“My older sister bought a pair of 
“go-go” boots for me, and I learned 
all of the pop dances of that time,” 
said Leake. 

As she continued in her young 
dance career she received private tap 
lessons from a friend’s mother. Leake 
was later introduced to ballet in 
Germany where she graduated high 
school. 

“As an artist and observant you 
can only move forward with ideas and 
finished dance pieces,” said Leake. 

Unsure of whether she found 
dance or dance found her, she always 
strives for the best in.all of the work 
that she does. 


Vanessa Currier, a student of 
Leake’s, describes her as helpful and 
full of knowledge. 

“Although I have been dancing 
since I was 8 years old, Lisa really 
breaks down the movements for us. At 
the beginning of the course we focus 
on the history of dance versus the 
movement itself. When we look at the 
pictures in the textbook to see the 
different techniques of dance it is very 
hard to get the full view unless 
professor Leake shows us.” said 
Currier. 

She also plans on entering into 
state competitions and performing an 
individual piece as well as possibly 
becoming an instructor and owning 
her own studio one day. 

Leake is dedicated to the work she 


does and spends every waking 
moment researching, studying, 
practicing and creating dance 
movements. To have so much passion 
for a form of art only shows the true 
meaning of doing what you love. 
Andre Oullette a theater major 
has shown his interest for dance and 
expresses his feelings about the 
terminology and dance methods used. 
“I believe Professor Leake is a 
good instructor, she breaks every 
movement down. Although she may 
use different terminology, seeing as 
she studied dance in Germany, it may 
be a little difficult to follow the terms 
she uses. She maintains a focus and 
never gets frustrated,” said Oullette. 
Leake has a full schedule throughout 
the school year between teaching and 


attending National Dance 
Conferences. In her spare time, which 
only takes place on the weekends she 
tries to rest, eat right, and recoup from 
her busy week. 

“I love my teaching position at 
NECC with the wonderful students, 
faculty, and staff,” says Leake. 

To help her students understand 
what dance really is, she has them 
watch films and write papers on 
different forms of dance and their 
movements. They must also compare 
and contrast to see which dances can 
be transferred into other dances. 

Although she enjoys working at 
NECC, she would enjoy taking a 
vacation to a warm tropical climate 
with a rich culture in dance, music 
and art. 


Lack of effects makes ‘Juno’ fun 


“Juno” is a well 
written small town 


comedy 

By ARTEMIS SAVORY 

Features Editor 

T he 

sper 82 1-1, 
independent- 
esque _ film, 
“Juno,” has 
captured the 
hearts of 
millions 
across the 
States. It has 


everything from sassy attitude to 
heart wrenching drama. 

At first, the story is familiar: 
girl accidentally gets knocked up 
and has to figure out what to do 
next—all on her own. She goes to 


the clinic, goes through hell 
walking in, and makes one of the 
biggest decisions of her life. 

The character of Juno, played 
by Ellen Page (“X-men: The Last 
Stand”), is shown to us through 
little things—her odd obsession 
with a chair, her I-don’t-care 
attitude, and the enormous jug of 
Sunny Delight she downs prior to 
taking another pregnancy test. 

She shows her maturity by 
taking matters into her own hands 
and deciding to find a family that 
will suit her baby. When she finds 
what she hopes will be the perfect 
family, she learns that nobody is 
perfect, and nothing lasts forever. 


During this headache- 
inducing situation, 16-year-old 
Juno keeps her cool while 


everyone around her acts crazy. 
Everyone, except for the baby’s 
father, Bleeker, played by 
Michael Cera (“Arrested 
Development”), who strangely 


seems to play a very small role in 
the story. 

At first glance, the movie is 
reminiscent of “Napoleon 
Dynamite,” another hometown- 
teen movie that came out several 
years ago. With further probing, 
however, “Juno” is so much more: 
interesting in all its complexity 
and seems to serve a purpose. 

Because special effects are 
non-existent in this film, and the 
whole movie takes place in a 
single small town, ir has earned 
its popularity mainly through 
its sarcastic humor, excellent 
dialogue, creative camera work, 
and fascinating, though puzzling, 
relationships. 

Written by former stripper and 
blogger Diablo Cody (real name 
Brook Busey-Hunt), this little 
film has won an Oscar Academy 
Award for best screenplay. The 
film is rated PG-13 and will 
probably be leaving theatres soon. 


Lydia Warren is a 


Lydia Warren is a 
small girl with a big 
time voice 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


She was 
labeled “B.B. 
Queen” by 
Bio's ton 
Magazine. 
She’s played 
beside some of 
the _—_ greatest 
legends in 
music. When it 
comes down to 
it, Lydia 
Warren is simply one of the best local 
musical acts you'll be able to find. 

When I stumbled upon her group, 
simply titled “The Lydia Warren 
Band” in 2003 it was by complete 
chance. I was invited by my good 
friend Matthew Gillis, a DJ for the 
Shark 102.1, to come out to the deck 
series at Paddy’s in Portsmouth for a 
young band that was recording a live 
CD. I decided to join him for a few 


beers and a chance to win a free 
backyard grill, while listening to a 
band that he told me “you just have to 
hear.” 

I knew this band would have 
chops because of the merits Matt had 
spoke of them, but I wasn’t expecting 
what was coming either. The sultry 
twenty year old looked timid as she 
made her way to the microphone. 
Without an introduction, she lifted 
her Stratocaster and seconds later let 
loose raw vocals that shouldn’t have 
been able to physically come out of a 
girl so small. 

By the end of the hour-long 
session, I was hooked. The Lydia 
Warren Band is fronted by the Warren 
who provides vocals and lead guitar. 
Bassist Matt Malikowski and 
drummer Warren Grant back her up 
and together they play a rock/blues 
hybrid like nothing you've heard 
before. 

One look at the brunette with the 
tiny frame will prove that looks can 
be deceiving once she starts to play. 
Her voice will instantly fill the largest 
room to the delight of all of her fans. 

She can lay down a sweet 
sounding ballad like on “Any 
Different” just as easily as she can 
turn it raspy and low to growl out 


lyrics on true blues numbers like 
“Love Me” and “Fireworks”. Always 
in tow is her silver Fender guitar that 
she wields with the expert precision 
of someone twice her age. The 
musical riffs she puts forth are 
amazing. 

Not to be outdone, Warren Grant 
is easily one of the best drummers of 
the independent music scene. He 
seems like a man hell-bent on 
showing his natural talent to anyone 
watching and often receives ovations 
from the crowd in midsong for one of 
his spot on percussion solos that he 
hammers out. 

On stage, Malikowski truly looks 
like a man possessed with nothing 
else in the world, but him and his 
instrument. He has no problems 
laying down hypnotic rhythms from 
his bass that shake the walls. When 
the trio comes together musically, it’s 
truly something to see and is only 
made more amazing buy the fact that 
they do it all so effortlessly, often 
smirking at each other and 
sometimes extending a musical riff 
into a straight out competition 
between the three for who can get a 
better reaction from the crowd. 

The ease with which they deliver 
the sounds can be easily heard in any 
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Diablo Cody with the Oscar she won for writing Juno. 


lues master 


of their strictly instrumental pieces, 
most impressively on “Antman’s 
Reggae Groove.” Warren’s musical 
influences range from Led Zeppelin 
to Otis Rush to Britney Spears. She 
has been playing the local scene since 
2000 and since then has impressively 


opened for B.B. King, The Fabulous 


Thunderbirds, Buckwheat Zydeco, 
Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Hubert 
Sumlin,and Little Feat. The band 
has also played regularly in several 
events including the Boston Blues 
Festival, Montreal’s Festiblues, the 
Hampton Beach Seafood Fest, the 
NEMO music conference, Wachusett 
Music Festival, and Jonesboro 
Bluesfest. 

In 2006,Warren and her band 
traveled beyond the New England 
border for there first national tour, 
playing shows in Michigan, 
Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Wisconsin, Maryland, and blues 
meccas Chicago, IL and Memphis, 
TN. Warren also got to sit in with 
blues legend Buddy Guy at his 
Chicago club in 2007 and their new 
song “Don’t Need No” is featured on 
the disc “Live at the Boston Blues 
Festival Volume 2”. The Lydia 
Warren Band has also put out 4 CD’s 
of their own, among them their self 


titled 2001 debut, “Pass My Way” in 
2003, and “Through With Love” in 
2005. 2005 also included the release 
of their first live album with songs 
recorded over several shows from the 
summer of 2004. 

Currently, the band is working on 
their fifth EP and gearing up for their 
2008 summer tour, which will bring 
them outside of New England again, 
as well as back to all the old local 
spots from Portsmouth to Lowell and 
through Cape Cod where they first 
made their name. 

Warren will be a featured guest of 
Parker Wheeler at The Grog in 
Newburyport on Sunday, March 30. 
You can check out the band’s website 
lydiawarren.com or Myspace page at 
myspace.com/thelydiawarrenband 
for full length downloadable songs, 
and more information on the soon to 
be released CD and summer tour 
schedule. 

Whether you're a fan of blues, 
rock or R&B, there will be something 
about this band that gets you stoked. 

They fuse them all together 
seamlessly and with a raw energy 
you’d be hard-pressed to find any 
band exude. 

This is one band that you 
definitely “just have to hear”. 
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The 11m Annual 


awrence Film Festival at Northern Essex 


April 57x at 8pm 
Title: Dirty Pretty Things (2002) 
Rating: R 
Language: English 
Suspenseful thnller about a Nigerian ex-pat doctor and a Turkish chambermaid who get drawn deep into 
the bowels of the London underground when they accidentally discover an illegal organ harvesting business. 


April 1217x at 8px 
Title: La Cage Aux Folles (1978) 
Rating: R 
Language: French (English subtitles) 
Cult classic film about two gay men living in St. Tropez,who have them tumed upside down when the son of one 
of the men marries a woman whose family is wealthy, pompous and ultra-conservative. 


April 191x at 8p 
Title: Pan’s Labyrinth (El Laberintho del Fauno) (2006) 
Rating: R 
Language: Spanish (English subtitles) 
Magical realism im the harsh and violent era of the Spanish Civil War of the 1930’s. The young and imaginative 
Ofelia leams that she is really a princess from an underground kmedom. 


All films screened at the Franklin St. Campus, Lawerence, MA. 
Free Admission. Security on site. Free parking m our enclosed parking lot. 
| For more infromation: 
Email: mpalermo@necc.mass.edu 
| Or check the website @ http://neccfilmfest.tripod.com 


= HOUSE 


Bachelor's degree and degree Undergraduate 
Bt ~ completion programs at : 


" Boston University’s Metropolitan College | Open House UMass Lowell is committed to making the - 


are offered in convenient evening-or |. Saturday, March 29, 2008 
online formats, part-time or full-time. 10 a.m ; 


transfer process—and completion of your 

Fea sn core: Ghaieeantations bachelor’s degree—as smooth as possible. 
describing academic programs, admission 

_ policies, and financial aid—and learn about | Location: At www.umil.edu/transfer you can 


our Community Scholar Academic Scholarship 
for eligible community college graduates, Photonics Center, Room al 


¢ See when a UML transfer counselor will 
providing a 50 percent tuition discount | 8 Saint Mary’s Street be aE sour camous ihis:soram 
for up to 12 credits per semester. | Boston you pu Spring; 


¢ Look at the Transfer Dictona 
to check out which of your 
courses might transfer; 
Lear the requirements for 
the BA or BS degree that 
interests you and 

¢ Meet transfer students 
who share their experiences 
at UMass Lowell. 


Ff University of 
Massachusetts 


UMASS Lowell 


Transfer Office, UMass Lowell 
Office of Undergraduate Admissions 
Please RSVP to met@bu.edu or cali 617.353.6000. ' 883 Broadway, Suite 110 


Call early as free parking is limited. Lowell, MA 01854 
978-934-3931 
transfers@uml.edu 
www.uml.edu/transfer 
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Leake teaches and lives dance 


Professor Lisa Leake 
passes her love of 


dance onto students 


By LAToyA DURHAM 
Contributing Reporter 


Lisa Leake, the dance/fitness 
instructor who enjoys choreography, 
has been doing what she loves most 
for over 20 years. 

Prior to teaching at Northern 
Essex Community College. Leake has 
taught in Boston Public Schools, 
Cambridge Public Schools, North 
Shore Community College and the 
University of Massachusetts in 


Boston. 

Leake’s first introduction to dance 
took place at the ripe young age of six. 

“My older sister bought a pair of 
“go-go” boots for me, and I learned 
all of the pop dances of that time,” 
said Leake. 

As she continued in her young 
dance career she received private tap 
lessons from a friend’s mother. Leake 
was later introduced to ballet in 
Germany where she graduated high 
school. 

“As an artist and observant you 
can only move forward with ideas and 
finished dance pieces,” said Leake. 

Unsure of whether she found 
dance or dance found her, she always 
strives for the best in all of the work 
that she does. 


Vanessa Currier, a student of 
Leake’s, describes her as helpful and 
full of knowledge. 

“Although I have been dancing 
since I was 8 years old, Lisa really 
breaks down the movements for us. At 
the beginning of the course we focus 
on the history of dance versus the 
movement itself. When we look at the 
pictures in the textbook to see the 
different techniques of dance it is very 
hard to get the full view unless 
professor Leake shows us.” said 
Currier. 

She also plans on entering into 
state competitions and performing an 
individual piece as well as possibly 
becoming an instructor and owning 
her own studio one day. 

Leake is dedicated to the work she 


does and spends every waking 
moment researching, studying, 
practicing and creating dance 
movements. To have so much passion 
for a form of art only shows the true 
meaning of doing what you love. 
Andre Oullette a theater major 
has shown his interest for dance and 
expresses his feelings about the 
terminology and dance methods used. 
“I believe Professor Leake is a 
good instructor, she breaks every 
movement down. Although she may 
use different terminology, seeing as 
she studied dance in Germany, it may 
be a little difficult to follow the terms 
she uses. She maintains a focus and 
never gets frustrated,” said Oullette. 
Leake has a full schedule throughout 
the-school year between teaching and 


attending National Dance 
Conferences. In her spare time, which 
only takes place on the weekends she 
tries to rest, eat right, and recoup from 
her busy week. 

“T love my teaching position at 
NECC with the wonderful students, 
faculty, and staff,” says Leake. 

To help her students understand 
what dance really is, she has them 
watch films and write papers on 
different forms of dance and their 
movements. They must also compare 
and contrast to see which dances can 
be transferred into other dances. 

Although she enjoys, working at 
NECC, she would enjoy taking a 
vacation to a warm tropical climate 
with a rich culture in dance, music 
and art. 


Lack of effects makes ‘Juno’ fun 


“Juno” is a well 
written small town 


comedy 

By ARTEMIS SAVORY 

Features Editor 

© hve 

seima 1) I 
independent- 
esque film, 
“Juno,” has 
captured the 
hearts of 
millions 
across the 
States. It has 


everything from sassy attitude to 
heart wrenching drama. 

At first, the story is familiar: 
girl accidentally gets knocked up 
and has to figure out what to do 
next—all on her own. She goes to 


the clinic, goes through hell 
walking in, and makes one of the 
biggest decisions of her life. 

The character of Juno, played 
by Ellen Page (“X-men: The Last 
Stand”), is shown to us through 
little things—her odd obsession 
with a chair, her I-don’t-care 
attitude, and the enormous jug of 
Sunny Delight she downs prior to 
taking another pregnancy test. 

She shows her maturity by 
taking matters into her own hands 
and deciding to find a family that 
will suit her baby. When she finds 
what she hopes will be the perfect 
family, she learns that nobody is 
perfect, and nothing lasts forever. 


During this headache- 
inducing situation, 16-year-old 
Juno keeps her cool while 


everyone around her acts crazy. 
Everyone, except for the baby’s 


father, Bleeker, played by 
Michael Cera (“Arrested 
Development”), who strangely 


seems to play a very small role in 
the story. 

At first glance, the movie is 
reminiscent of “Napoleon 
Dynamite,” another hometown- 
teen movie that came out several 
years ago. With further probing, 
however, “Juno” is so much more: 
interesting in all its complexity 
and seems to serve a purpose. 

Because special effects are 
non-existent in this film, and the 
whole movie takes place. in a 
single small town, ir has. earned 
its popularity mainly through 
its sarcastic humor, excellent 
dialogue, creative camera work, 
and fascinating, though puzzling, 
relationships. 

Written by former stripper and 
blogger Diablo Cody (real name 
Brook Busey-Hunt), this little 
film has won an Oscar Academy 
Award for best screenplay. The 
film is rated PG-13 and will 
probably be leaving theatres soon. 


Lydia Warren 1s a 


Lydia Warren is a 
small girl with a big 
time voice 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 
She was 
labeled “B.B. 
Queen” by 


Boos ton 
Magazine. 
She’s played 
beside some of 
the _— greatest 
legends in 
music. When it 
comes down to 
it, Lydia 
Warren is simply one of the best local 
musical acts you'll be able to find. 
When I stumbled upon her group, 
simply titled “The Lydia Warren 
Band” in 2003 it was by complete 
chance. I was invited by my good 
friend Matthew Gillis, a DJ for the 
Shark 102.1, to come out to the deck 
series at Paddy’s in Portsmouth for a 
young band that was recording a live 
CD. I decided to join him for a few 


. 


beers and a chance to win a free 
backyard grill, while listening to a 
band that he told mie “you just have to 
hear.” 

I knew this band would have 
chops because of the merits Matt had 
spoke of them, but I wasn’t expecting 
what was coming either. The sultry 
twenty year old looked timid as she 
made her way to the microphone. 
Without an introduction, she lifted 
her Stratocaster and seconds later let 
loose raw vocals that shouldn't have 
been able to physically come out of a 
girl so small. 

By the end of the hour-long 
session, I was hooked. The Lydia 
Warren Band is fronted by the Warren 
who provides vocals and lead guitar. 
Bassist Matt Malikowski and 
drummer Warren Grant back her up 
and together they play a rock/blues 
hybrid like nothing you’ve heard 
before. 

One look at the brunette with the 
tiny frame will prove that looks can 
be deceiving once she starts to play. 
Her voice will instantly fill the largest 
room to the delight of all of her fans: 

She can lay down a sweet 
sounding ballad like on “Any 
Different” just as easily as she can 
turn it raspy and low to growl out 


lyrics on true blues numbers like 
“Love Me” and “Fireworks”. Always 
in tow is her silver Fender guitar that 
she wields with the expert precision 
of someone twice her age. The 
musical riffs she puts forth are 
amazing. 

Not to be outdone, Warren Grant 
is easily one of the best drummers of 
the independent music scene. He 
seems like a man hell-bent on 
showing his natural talent to anyone 
watching and often receives ovations 
from the crowd in midsong for one of 
his spot on percussion solos that he 
hammers out. 

On stage, Malikowski truly looks 
like a man possessed with nothing 
else in the world, but him and his 
instrument. He has no problems 
laying down hypnotic rhythms from 
his bass that shake the walls. When 
the trio comes together musically, it’s 
truly something to see and is only 
made more amazing buy the fact that 
they do it all so effortlessly, often 
smirking at each other and 
sometimes extending a musical riff 
into a straight out competition 
between the three for who can get a 
better reaction from the crowd. 

The ease with which they deliver 
the sounds can be easily heard in any 


Sara Codair photo 


Diablo Cody with the Oscar she won for writing Juno. 


lues master 


of their strictly instrumental pieces, 
most impressively on “Antman’s 
Reggae Groove.” Warren’s musical 
influences range from Led Zeppelin 
to Otis Rush to Britney Spears. She 
has been playing the local scene since 
2000 and since then has impressively 
opened for B.B. King, The Fabulous 
Thunderbirds, Buckwheat Zydeco, 
Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Hubert 
Sumlin,and Little Feat. The band 
has also played regularly in several 
events including the Boston Blues 
Festival, Montreal’s Festiblues, the 
Hampton Beach Seafood Fest, the 
NEMO music conference, Wachusett 
Music Festival, and Jonesboro 
Bluesfest. 

In 2006,Warren and her band 
traveled beyond the New England 
border for there first national tour, 
playing shows in Michigan, 
Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Wisconsin, Maryland, and blues 
meccas Chicago, IL and Memphis, 
TN. Warren also got to sit in with 
blues legend Buddy Guy at his 
Chicago club in 2007 and their new 
song “Don’t Need No” is featured on 
the disc “Live at the Boston Blues 
Festival Volume 2”. The Lydia 
Warren Band has also put out 4 CD’s 
of their own, among them their self 


titled 2001 debut, “Pass My Way” in 
2003, and “Through With Love” in 
2005. 2005 also included the release 
of their first live album with songs 
recorded over several shows from the 
summer of 2004. 

Currently, the band is working on 
their fifth EP and gearing up for their 
2008 summer tour, which will bring 
them outside of New England again, 
as well as back to all the old local 
spots from Portsmouth to Lowell and 
through Cape Cod where they first 
made their name. 

Warren will be a featured guest of 
Parker Wheeler at The Grog in 
Newburyport on Sunday, March 30. 
You can check out the band’s website 
lydiawarren.com or Myspace page at 
myspace.com/thelydiawarrenband 
for full length downloadable songs, 
and more information on the soon to 
be released CD and summer tour 
schedule. 

Whether you’re a fan of blues, 
rock or R&B, there will be something 
about this band that gets you stoked. 

They fuse them all together 
seamlessly and with a raw energy 
you'd be hard-pressed to find any 
band exude. 

This is one band that you 
definitely “just have to hear”. 
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Are you a Renaissance Person? 


Game show proves 
successful with 


answering question 


By Nick SERMUKSNIS 
Alt. Edge Editor 


When my 
Editor-in-Chief 
handed me the 
assignment of 
the 
Renaissance 


covering 


Game Show, it 
helped 
realize 


me 
that I 
wasn't one of the finalists, but it also 
gave me an opportunity to bring 
perspective to the event. When I 
arrived at the Technology Center, I 
_ was immediately attracted to the 
concession stand that was offered to 
contestants and audience members. 
While waiting for the show to get 
underway, I asked several of the 
contestants what their strengths are 
for the approaching competition. 
“My strengths are science and 
some liberal arts. I guess it really 
matters what the question “is.” 
Nicole Degaspe said. She also has 
the resource of employment at 
| Barnes & Noble, which may or may 
not have proven valuable during her 


turn. 

“T think I bring a well-rounded 
pool of interests.” Expressed Rick 
Fahey, 
disposition, appeared confident in 


who, while timid in 
his knowledge and know-how. 

As the show got underway, 
Paula Redmond thanked everyone 
involved with the show, including 
Cheriy Hagen. Hagen created the 
graphics for the show, imbuing 
Renaissance-themed artwork to 
make reading the questions a sight 
for sore eyes. 

After Redmond finished her 
words of gratitude, she passed it off 
to Lane Glenn, Northern Essex's 
Vice-President, who graciously 
stepped into the moderator shoes 
and delivered some quality humor to 
break the ice. 

Glenn explained the rules of the 
with 
completing a 


show, each contestant 
series of 
multiple-choice questions created by 


Northern Essex's own professors. 


Each contestant was given two 


lifelines, which gave the audience a 
chance to participate in case the 
contestant couldn't figure out an 
answer for themselves. 

Between 
would tell the audience jokes that he 


questions, Glenn 


learned from his daughter, making 
sure the atmosphere didn't feel 


heavy on anyone involved. None of 
the contestants made it through 
every level of the show, but fun was 
had nonetheless, 

Kevin Gibson stood out on top 
with a $700 scholarship; while 
Nicole Degaspe, Michael Radford, 
and Patrik Curley tied for second 
place winnings of $100 each. Even 
when the official game ended, 
audience members could stay for a 
special lightning round of questions. 
Even though the audience had fun 
with Glenn's volley of jokes, I 
wanted to make sure he enjoyed 
himself as well. 

“Oh absolutely, it was a lot of 
fun.” He assured me.” : 

I thought the game show was a 
success. I could ‘see the tension in 
the audience, as many were restless 


in their seats and wanting to get — 


involved with answering the 


questions even though they had to : 


respect the contestants. Some were 
able to combat their compulsion by 
whispering the answer under their 
breath and out of earshot from a 
contestant under scrutiny by the 
question at hand. Contestants had 
fun with the show, while being 
professionals, and everyone left 
with either a smile on their face or a 


fe hy 
Nick Sermuksnis photo 


better understanding of the weight MC Lane Glenn hosts the show and fires away ques- 


of the human brain. 


tions at the contestants. 


ARIES (March 21- 
April 20) - Loved ones 
are unusually responsive 
to subtle overtures or rare 
compliments this week. 

Before Wednesday your romantic 
__ attention will inspire renewed faith in 
long-term commitment. Use this time 
to request private encounters or dis- 
cuss revised long-term proposals: 
you won't be disappointed. Thursday 
through Sunday accents revitalized 
ambition and surprising employment 
ideas. New goals will be quickly 
' realized: plan, debate and watch for 
fast improvements. 


oh 


Aries 


TAURUS (April 21- 
May 20) - Someone close 
may express strong opin- 
ions this week or ask for 
extra atterition. Take all social out- 
bursts as a sign of lasting affection. 
Although passions are high, reliable 
progress is now assured. Pace your- 
self: by late Thursday humor, wit and 
_ wisdom will provide delightful dis- 
traction. Friday through Sunday 
some Taureans will feel challenged 
by last minute financial changes or 
new property contracts. Refuse to be 
derailed: your needs and ideas are 
valid. 


Taurus 


GEMINI (May 21- 

June 21) - Handle all out- 
standing paperwork as 
Gemini quickly as possible this 
week. Planetary move- 

ments now suggest that key officials 
will soon announce worthwhile 
advancement or last minute projects. 
Trust your first impression: before 
April 18 timing and workplace diplo- 
'macy will prove vital to success. 
| Later this week romance and new 
social alliances are promising. 


Passionate overtures may now be dif- 
ficult to resist: remain open to unique 
invitations, flirtations or fresh intro- 
ductions. 


Go 


Cancer 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) - Family and 
friends will this week 
provide meaningful sup- 
port. Although confi- 
dence has been low, group events are 
now rewarding. Over the next 2 days 
loved ones will search out your 
unique emotional style. Accept all 
invitations and respond quickly to 
new social outlets. After Friday some 
Cancerians may be presented with a 
rare employment decision. Group 
assignment versus leadership may be 
at issue. Remain attentive: key offi- 
cials will expect fast, reliable choic- 
es. 


Je, 


Leo 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) - Early this week a 
long-term friend may 
reveal unexpected home 
or romantic plans. 
Speculation is healthy but will not 
lead to permanent change. Encourage 
caution and stay balanced: in the 
coming weeks unique proposals and 
complex social gossip will prove 
unusually captivating. Friday 
through Sunday highlights tender 
moments with family, friends ‘or 
trusted colleagues. Several weeks of 
miscommunications are now ending: 
expect meaningful statements of 
affection. 


Ty 


Virgo 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) - Familiar com- 
forts and cozy, private 
encounters are pleasing 
this week. Over the next 
few days loved ones will be thought- 


ful and gently nostalgic. Use this 
time to foster trust and social harmo- 
ny in family or romantic relation- 
ships. Your efforts will be appreciat- 
ed. After mid-week some Virgos may 
experience minor tensions or an 
unexpected workplace power strug- 
gle. Take your time: carefully 
answered questions and accurate 
financial information will prove 
vital. 


LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
~=uus 23) +~- Disjointed social 
Libra, ‘messages or last minute 

cancellations may be 
unsettling over the next 11 days. Stay 
focused, however, and expect group 
events to quickly expand. In the com- 
ing weeks friends and relatives will 
offer complex suggestions or opt for 
creative adjustments to established 
plans. If so, remain quietly patient 
and let others reveal their private 
concerns: much is changing. Late 
Saturday watch also for a powerful 
wave of insight or wisdom. 
Yesterday's regrets need to fade. 
rr L sial. Over the next 7 days 
potential lovers and long- 
term friends may compete for your 
time, attention and loyalty. 
Passionate overtures will be ‘highly 
engaging: remain dedicated to social 
harmony and watch for obvious sig- 
nals. Later this week a colleague or 
work associate from the past may ask 
for detailed financial information or 
revised legal documents. Go slow 


here: social risk in the workplace will 
not provide lasting results. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 22) - Public affec- 
tions are now controver- 


SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23-Dec. 21) - 
} Romantic charisma is a 
Sagittarius powerful influence this 
week. Over the next few 
days emotional discussions may 
include family promises or com- 
pelling social plans. Single 
Sagittarians can expect fast invita- 
tions and complex business assign- 
ments. Respond quickly to new 
instructions. Thursday through 
Sunday a family member or room- 
mate may request detailed financial 
plans or finalized housing docu- 
ments. Don't hesitate: money propos- 
als will soon work to your advantage. 
O 22-Jan. 20) - Past friends 
or lovers may this week 
Capricorn offer warm invitations or 
intriguing proposals. For 
many Capricoms sentimental attrac- 
tions, although potentially delightful, 
will prove unfulfilling. Enjoy pre- 
dictable moments with loved ones 
but avoid new decisions or sensitive 
negotiations, if possible. After mid- 
week business officials may demand 
completed projects or revised sched- 
ules. Remain silent: this is not the 
right time to ask complex questions 
or push for favors. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
Ww Feb. 19) - Underlying ten- 
sions between loved ones 

Aquarits may now rise to the sur- 
face. Minor disruptions 

will this week be brief but emotional- 
ly draining. Find positive ways to 
maintain harmony or encourage 
acceptance: after Thursday giddy 
messages between friends and minor 
romantic flirtations will provide 
relief. After Friday a friend or close 


relative may request sensitive job 
advice or discuss an unexpected 
career goal. Creative ideas are posi- 
tive but will take time to develop: 
stay open. 


S PISCES (Feb. 20- 
} March 20) - Public repu- 
tation is now a strong con- 
cern for loved ones. 
Before mid-week social habits, fami- 
ly patterns or repeated behaviors will 
be open for debate. Remain philo- 
sophic and ask for added details: 
after Thursday emotional intimacy 
will ensure worthwhile discussion 
and meaningful breakthrough. Friday 
through Sunday rest, relax and pam- 
per the body. Some Pisceans may 
need extra time to regain perspective: 
expect recent social disappointments 
to soon fade. 


Pisces 


If your birthday is this week: 
Workplace instructions may be 
unusually political over the next 12 
weeks. Older officials or managers 
may now attempt to put unreliable 
plans into action. Be diplomatic, 
however, and remain sensitive to 
ongoing power struggles between 
authority figures. By early July a 
series of creative promotions or new 
assignments will arrive. August 
through mid-October accents 
restructured family plans and new 
romantic proposals. Loved ones will 
ask for more attention and loyalty. If 
so, be prepared for fast social 
changes and expect unusually cre- 
ative home proposals before the end 
of October. Early next year close _ 
friends and relatives will offer obvi- 
ous acceptance and support: watch 
for a powerful wave of social. har- 
mony after Jan. 19. 
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March Madness is not disappointing 


Number one seeds 
still alive for the first 
time in a long time 


By JOE GERGEN 
MCT Campus 


In the 30th NCAA men’s 
Division I basketball tournament 
since seeding was introduced in 
1979, the unprecedented alignment 
of all No. 1 teams at the Final Four 
remains a distinct possibility. But 
any suggestion that the first weekend 
of the event was routine couldn’t be 
less true. Not only were two of the 
teams on the top line thoroughly 
shaken (the other two were barely 
stirred), but elite programs were 
dismissed from coast to coast. 

Consider that in the first four 
days of the national showcase, eight 
former champions representing a 
combined 22 titles were eliminated. 
They included a pair of No. 2 seeds, 
Duke and Georgetown, and a No. 4, 
Connecticut, that won the 
tournament twice in the previous 


nine years. 

Others whose performances did 
not live up to their reputations 
included Indiana, Arizona, 
Kentucky, Arkansas and Marquette. 
Additionally,second-seeded 


* Tennessee and third-seeded Stanford 


required some late-game magic and 
an overtime period to survive. 
Meanwhile, top seeds UCLA and 
Memphis were left breathless by 
commoners Texas A&M 
Mississippi State, respectively. 

Even with those escapes, the 
second weekend offers the 
possibility of significant change at 
the top of the sport. Of the 16 teams 
left in the field, only North Carolina 
(2005) the tournament’s No. 1 
overall seed won a 


and 


has 
championship in this 
Two-time champion 


century. 
Florida, 
Syracuse and Maryland weren’t 
invited and UConn and Duke have 
been eliminated. 

Michigan State, which will take 
on Memphis in the South Regional, 
2000. UCLA, still the 
favorite in the West, accepted the 
trophy in 1995 and North Carolina 


won in 


“earned its third of four titles in 1993, 
five years after Kansas, the top seed 
in the Midwest, persevered. Eight 
former champions remain, but only 
half have achieved the summit in the 
last two decades. 

Sifting through the debris, -it’s 
clear that early analysis of the 
brackets, which declared the East the 
strongest, and the West the weakest 
has been reinforced by recent 
developments. The teams seeded one 
through four in the East all will be in 
action in Charlotte, N.C., on 
Thursday night, and although North 
Carolina may have the edge in 
talent, the triumvirate of Tennessee, 
third-seeded Louisville and stingy 
Washington State offers a superb set 
of challenges. 

Conversely, the West was spared 
the basketball version of a nuclear 
winter when UCLA rallied to defeat 
Texas A&M on two clutch field 
goals by freshman center Kevin 
Love. Otherwise, the top seed in 
Phoenix would have been No. 3 
Xavier, which has never reached a 
Final Four. The other qualifiers are 
seventh-seeded West Virginia and 


12th-seeded Western Kentucky. 
Without the Bruins in the house, 
ticket-holders at the US Airways 
Center might have set a record for 
desperation calls to StubHub. 

The Midwest also lost two of its 
leading four, Georgetown and 
Vanderbilt, leaving Kansas _ to 
contend with No. 3 Wisconsin, 
10th-seeded Davidson and good old 
Villanova (No. 12) at Ford Field. 
The latter finished in a tie for eighth 
in the Big East, but the Wildcats 
traditionally have taken the role of 
underdog to heart in the tournament. 

Davidson is the smallest and 
most unlikely participant in the 
Sweet 16, but in sophomore guard 
Stephen Curry, it boasts the 
tournament’s highest scorer with a 
35-point average achieved against 
the likes of Gonzaga and 
Georgetown. Curry scored 55 points 
after halftime in those two games. 

Memphis reigns over the South, 
but only late-charging Pittsburgh, 
the Big East Tournament champion, 
was eliminated from the top four 
lines. In place of the fourth-seeded 
Panthers stands _fifth-seeded 


Michigan State, a tough and 
resourceful team guided by one of 
only three championship coaches 
still in contention, Tom Izzo (the 
others are Roy Williams of North 
Carolina and Rick Pitino of 
Louisville). 

Swift second seed Texas and tall, 
tall third seed Stanford will clash in 
the other bracket at Houston’s 
Reliant Stadium, comprising a group 
almost as loaded as that in the East. 
And the top-seeded Tigers already 
have shown a disturbing tendency at 
the free-throw line. Another 
15-for-32 outing won't do. 

For those keeping score of the 
conferences, the Big East and Pac-10 
each is represented by three teams 
and the Big Ten and Big 12 each 
claims two. The ACC, the top league 
in the RPI once again, is down to 
one, equaling the SEC, Atlantic-10, 
Conference USA, Sun Belt and 
Southern. 


All in all, a weekend of rousing | 


first- and second-round action 
proved parity is more than talk. Yet 
the cream remains on top, at least for 


another few days. 


Rondo one of the top point guards in the NBA 


Rajon Rondo is 
quietly becoming the 
Celtics’ MVP 

By TERRY BALLARD 
Contributing Reporter 


In the NBA, the Boston Celtics 


have the best record. People can 


argue about who the MVP on the 
team might be. Mostly between 
Kevin Garnett and Paul Pierce, but 
look closer, it’s not. 

Rajon Rondo, point guard out of 


the University of Kentucky, is the 
Most Valuable Player on the Celtics. 
The second year player is having a 
great season with his new team. 
Rondo has been having a career year 
in assists and rebounds. As of March 
10th, he has a total of 239 rebounds 
and 292 assists and already surpassed 
last year’s totals in blocks (12) and 
points (605). 

Rondo is 22nd in the league this 
year with 5.1 assists per game. He 
has had a career high in a bunch of 
categories this season: namely in 
points, offensive rebounds, assists 


Rondo blocks a shot against the Philadelphia 76ers. 


and blocks. 

When the “Big Ticket” Kevin 
Garnett got injured, Rondos points 
and rebounds increased drastically. 
The team went 7-2 with Kevin 
Garnett out, and with Rondo taking 
his game to another level. 

Danny Ainge, the Boston Celtics 
General Manager, has high hopes for 
Rondo. During the off-season, the 
Timberwolves General Manager, 
Kevin McHale, former Boston Celtics 
legend, wanted the young point guard 
in the trade for Kevin Garnett. Ainge 
thought highly of Rondo and put 


others in a deal that would eventually 
bring Kevin Garnett to Beantown. 

Doc Rivers, the Celtics coach, 
thinks highly of the youngster also. 
Whenever he has the time and/or the 
opportunity, he teaches Rondo more 
of the game. Doc knows something 
about being a point guard, having 
played for a few different teams over 
his 13 seasons. He played for the 
Atlanta Hawks, L.A. Clippers, New 
York Knicks, and The San Antonio 
Spurs. 

Rondo understands that being a 
point guard means that you have to 


dictate the pace of the game and be 
the leader of the squad. All the Celtic 
fans think Rondo is doing a much 
better job than expected. 

Rondo has had a great two years 
in Boston. The fans have been so 
great to him. In a lot of peoples 
minds Rondo is the MVP on the team. 
Others might also argue that Rondo is 
the Most Valuable Point guard in the 
NBA with all his time and effort that 
he has put forth for this team to win. 


It’s safe to say Rondo is an essential | 


part of the Boston Celtics’ post season 
push. 
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‘Basketball players end career in bad loss 


Five sophomores 


finish career with 
disappointing loss 


By CARLOS OLIVERA 
Sports Editor 


The NECC 
me 6 nls 
basketball team 
finished their 
season with a 
tough loss to 
Springfield 
Tech back on 
March Ist. 
They lost by 20 
in the opening 

round of the State tournament, an 
unfortunate end to a decent season. 
The team finished with a 19-9 
. overall record and their -second 
straight State Tournament 
appearance. 


bad loss, it was still a pretty good 
season for the Knights considering 
the team wasn’t supposed to finish 
better than .500. They were 
considered to finish among the 
bottom two teams in Region XXI. 
“We felt disrespected but motivated 
at the same time.” That was Jesus 
Montero’s response when learning 
the team was expected to finish 
under .500. Montero also said, 
“When coach showed us the paper 
/ on where we were expected. to 
finish, we just looked at each other 
and laughed.” 

Those five sophomores will 
graduate this semester and move on 
to different colleges next year. 
Anthony Griffin, Tyler Pagley, 
Eddie Mahoney, Jesus Montero, and 

_ Justin Cooke have all played their 
last game in the royal and gold of the 
Knights. They have been teammates 


Player 


Jesus Montero 


Justin Cooke 


Tyler Pagley 


Eddie Mahoney 


Anthony Griffin 


| Although the last game was a> 


Position 


for the past two seasons, and have 
essentially become like family. 

Two of them have become 
especially close. Cooke and Montero 
have become almost like brothers, 
always hanging out with each other. 
“We’re mad cool, that’s my boy,” 
says Montero of Cooke. Cooke 
agrees with Montero but also adds, 
“We were both just focused on the 
same things...School and ball and 
we became close friends because our 
minds were in the same place.” 

When asked what the hardest 
transition was from being on a 


James. There is no chemistry 
therefore teams such as- Argentina, 
who have been playing together for 
years, usually come out on top. 
Building chemistry is not too 
difficult. Building good chemistry is 
the tricky part. All the players built 
great chemistry which allowed them 
to thrive on the Court and continue 
the success of the program. One 
reason the team was successful was 
because they all trusted each other 
and gave each other good criticism. 
“After every game we would call 
each other and say what we did good 
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We were both just focused on the same 
things....and we became close friends 


-Justin Cooke 


sophomore dominated team, to a 
freshman dominated team, was “the 
system” says Montero. “As time 
went on, the freshman began to learn 
the system and everyone knew their 
role on the team.” 

“T had to learn how to become a 
leader in order to help us improve,” 
says Montero. If these Knights were 
in any way +o try and repeat what 
last’s years team did, make it to the 
State title game and NJCAA 
Basketball tournament, the 
sophomores would have to grab the 
reins and take charge. 

Winning with a young team is 
difficult, especially in a sport such as 
basketball where talent only takes 
you so far. The difference factor that 
sets basketball apart from other team 
sports is you have fewer players to 
rely on. Take a look at the Olympic 
teams where all-stars are assembled 
such as Kobe Bryant and Lebron 


and what we didn’t do so good,” 
says Montero. Montero also says, 
“Brian (Gomez) would be giving 
me a ride home after games, and we 
would talk about the game. When I 
would get home Eddie would call 
me and tell me how I did and that’s 
how we grew together.” 

This sophomore class won 42 
games over their two-year career 
here at Northern Essex. The most for 
any class in a long, long time. By 
this time next year these five young 
men will be playing with different 
players and for different teams, but 
will not forget their experiences here 
at Northern Essex. 

When asked what is the one 
thing they will miss about playing 
with each other, Montero and Cooke 
had basically the same reply. “We 
developed a friendship and trust that 
we will have forever even if we 
don’t see each other for a while.” 


Considering for next year 


PF Franklin Pierce, Assumption, 


Anna Maria 


UMass Lowell 


Wesifield State 


Returning for Fall Semester, 


then plans to transfer 


Mercy College 


School 100 meter record falls at Northeastern 


By CARLOS OLIVERA _ 
Sports Editor 


The Northern Essex Men’s and 
Women’s track teams opened up 
their season at the Northeastern 
Husky Spring Open, this past 
‘weekend in Dedham, MA. The 

| performance of the meet hands down 
goes to Triton Graduate, Shane Lee. 

Shane competed in the 100 and 
200-meter sprints. His performance 
in the opening weekend was good 


enough to break the school record in 
the 100-meter dash, previously held 
by Steven Battle. “I felt pretty good, 
but not as good as | should have,” 
says Lee. The weather was not really 
a big deal, but the swirling winds 
played a big factor. 

The winds were not cooperating 
and would swirl around, eventually 
becoming a _ strong headwind 


blowing at a steady 15 miles per. 


hour. When asked how he felt 
running into a head wind Lee 
responded, “running into a head 


wind definitely hurt my 
performance.” 

Lee has big expectations for the 
upcoming season. He hopes to 
demolish the current record by 
saying, “Hopefully I can get under 
11 flat.” Lee is the 2006 Class C 
State 200 meter champion and hopes 
to continue his career next year at the 
University of Massachusetts at 
Amherst. , 

Lee will compete, with the rest 
of his teammates, at Rhode Island 
College Invitational this Saturday. 


Weekly Sports Trivia 
Questions: 


1. Which Red Sox 
rookie pitcher threw 
a no-hitter last 
season? 


2. Which Red Sox 
player won World 
Series MVP honors 
last year? 


3. Which rookie won 
AL rookie of the 
year in 2007? 


4. What was last 
year’s final record 
for the Red Sox? 


5. Which Boston 
hitter led the team in 
batting average, 
home runs, total 
bases, and walks? . 
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Aaron Foss and Sara Codair photos 

Top: Mr. Dressell played by Bill Szafran and a Nazi played by Ryan Jennings. Above left: Anne Frank played 

. by Kim Cote and Mrs. Van Daan played by Grace Tiffomy. Above right: Peter Van Daan played by Dan Potter. 
Below: The cast rehearses scenes again and again. 


